
Warm spaces 

In Our Lady of Lourdes’ we began our warm space initiative on the afternoon of the first Friday in      

January, 06/01/23. This will continue with the church hall being open to anyone who wants to come 

along, every week, on Friday, between the hours of 1.00 - 3.00p.m. A warm space will be provided 

where people can socialise, rest, and enjoy tea, coffee and biscuits free of charge. We hope to provide 

board games, dominoes, etc. for those who might like to use them, and maybe even reading material for 

those who would just like to sit quietly and enjoy a good book. (Donations of good books, games, etc. for 

these purposes would be gratefully received, as would donations of tea, coffee, and biscuits). We’ve also 

purchased from a charity store some sofas and the like to make a warm and welcoming environment. If 

any parishioner would like to be involved, or would like to know more, Maureen Hally has kindly agreed 

to be the ‘contact person’ for Our Lady’s group, you can either catch her after Mass or be in touch with her 

on 07710246339. 

In St. James’ we will begin to open up our “warm space” on Monday 16th January 2023, 1.00 - 3.00p.m. 

in the church hall. Similarly, this will be a weekly occurrence where tea, coffee and biscuits, etc. will be 

available. Very kindly John Wheatley has agreed to the ’contact person’ for anyone in St. James’ parish 

who would like to know more or become involved in any way, and his number is 07814493579. Likewise, 

donations of games, tea and coffee and biscuits would always be appreciated closer to the time of this 

starting up. 

Do let people know that they are very welcome to come along and that there is no charge for any of these 

services. Any parishioner (and anyone else indeed) is welcome to come along too, if they would like a bit 

of company, a blether and some fellowship. Please pass on the message to those you think may benefit. 

An update on recent parish collections: 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes (07 & 08/01/23)   Plate Collection: £ 723.55 Direct Bank Payments: £ 91.15 

       Overall Total (Parish): £ 814.70 

       Justice & Peace Commission Collection: £ 186.16 

 

St. James (07 & 08/01/23)   Plate Collection: £ 497.53  Direct Bank Payments: £600.00 

       Overall Total (Parish): £ 1,097.53 

       Justice & Peace Commission Collection: £ 220.50 

The ‘Direct Bank Payments’ represent the weekly average of the overall amount paid directly into the respective 

parish  accounts on a monthly basis. 

Thank you so much for your continued generosity and support. Remember that the parish relies entirely   

upon your weekly contributions alone to keep going. 

In Holy Communion, we are alone with God. Blissful solitude, where the soul can rise above the 
world, and with mute wonder, with breathless adoration, bask in the eloquently solemn silence of the     
Divine  Presence! In this solitude, where the voice of God is most articulate, we can support and sustain 
our conscious weakness with the strength of the personal revelation of the sacramental God. Our doubt 
and fear will vanish before Him who alone can satisfy the insuppressible longings of the soul. With              
inconceivable generosity, Christ can grant all we ask and more, for the incapacity of man cannot limit the 
bounty of God. In adapting Himself, however, to our limitations, He veils His eternal glory with the        
appearances of bread and wine, so as not to overpower us. The period of thanksgiving should be for us, 
hushed in the bosom of the hidden Christ, one of rapt recollectedness, of wondering contemplation that 
marvels at the infinite perfections of Him whom we have received, of faith that renders these perfections 
visible, and of speechless amazement at the greatness of the gift. Our every faculty should be under the    
absolute control of the awe-inspiring Presence, the ears of our soul attentive to the voice of God, the eyes 
of our soul enamoured of divine fascination, feasting upon our best Benefactor. 
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A Daily Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke 
him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 

who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

There are numbers available in both St. James’ and Our Lady’s 100 Clubs should anyone like to take them. Please 

speak to Aileen Sorbie in St. James’, or Gordon McGregor in Our Lady’s for further information  If you are wishing to 

take part in the large Christmas Draws please make sure your ‘subs’ are up-to-date as soon as possible.  

Leader required for the “Rainbows” - Perth 

The Rainbow Unit at St John’s Perth is looking for a new leader. Do you like working with young girls 
aged 4 – 7 years and are able to offer a couple of hours of your time each week (term time)? Rainbows are 
the youngest members of the Girl Guide movement. 

Rainbows is all about developing self-confidence, building friendships, learning new things, having fun, 
exploring the world beyond themselves in a safe and nurturing environment. Girls get their hands dirty 
with arts and crafts, trying out cooking and playing games. 

You can become an inspiring role model to girls and young women – and have a lot of fun in the process. 
As a leader, you will be part of a team of volunteers who plan and deliver a programme of awesome      
activities. If you'd like to volunteer to become a leader, you'll be supported to complete the Leadership 
qualification. You'll have training on everything from planning your programme to child safety. 

For further information please contact Anne Mitchell on 01738 628039 

In Christian Unity Week let us pray for unity amongst Christians, that all will find their 
place in the Body of Christ and be united in the fold of God’s One, Holy, Catholic and 

Apostolic Church under the banner of One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism. 

Eternal Father, we praise you for sending your Son to be one of us and to save us. Look 
upon your people with mercy, for we are divided in so many ways, and give us the Spirit of 

Jesus to make us one in love. We ask this, loving Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



Times of Holy Mass & Confessions etc. 
Monday 16th January  2nd Week of the Year in Ordinary Time (G) 

      No Public Mass 

      St. James’ Parish: 

      Catechism Class after school for children of the parish -    
      class ends at 4.30p.m. 

      Prayer Group in the church from 7.30 - 9.00p.m. - All are welcome to  
      attend (includes Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & the Rosary) 

      Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

      Music Group practice in the church at 6.00p.m. 

 

Tuesday 17th January  Memorial of St. Anthony (the Abbot) (W) 

      Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

      Holy Rosary  9.30a.m. 

      Holy Mass   10.00a.m. 

      Confessions after Holy Mass 

      Holy Mass in St. John’s High School at 1.05p.m. 

      St. James’ Parish: 

      Meeting of the Ladies’ Group in St. James’ church hall at 2.00p.m. - all 
      are welcome! 

      Holy Hour (Adoration) 5.45 - 6.45p.m. 

      Holy Rosary  5.45 - 6.15p.m. 

      Confessions  6.15 - 6.40p.m. 

      Benediction  6.40p.m. 

      Holy Mass   7.00p.m. 

 

Wednesday 18th January  2nd Week of the Year in Ordinary Time (G) 

      St. James’ Parish: 

      Holy Rosary  9.30a.m. 

      Holy Mass   10.00a.m. 

      Confessions after Holy Mass 

      Tea/Coffee in the church hall after Holy Mass - all are welcome,  &  
      church cleaning (volunteers most welcome) 

      Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

      Holy Hour (Adoration) 5.45 - 6.45p.m. 

      Holy Rosary  5.45 - 6.15p.m. 

      Confessions  6.15 - 6.40p.m. 

      Benediction  6.40p.m. 

      Holy Mass   7.00p.m. 

 

Thursday 19th January  Memorial of St. Faolan (Fillan) (W) 

      Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

      Holy Rosary  9.30a.m. 

      Holy Mass   10.00a.m. 

Friday 20th January   Optional Memorial of St. Sebastian (R) 

      St. James’ Parish: 

      Holy Rosary  9.30a.m. 

      Holy Mass   10.00a.m. 

      Confessions after Holy Mass 

Saturday 21st January  (Vigil of the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year - A) (G) 

      Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

      Confessions  4.00 - 4.45p.m. 

      Vigil Mass   5.00p.m. 

      St. James’ Parish: 

      Vigil Mass   7.00p.m. 

      Confessions after Holy Mass 

Sunday 22nd January   3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year - A (G)     
      St. James’ Parish: 

      Holy Mass   9.00a.m. 

      Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

      Holy Mass   11.00a.m.  

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 49:3,5-6 

I will make you the light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth. 

Psalm 39(40) 

Response: Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 

A reading from the 1st Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 1:1-3 

May God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessings on the King who comes, in the name of the Lord! Peace in Heaven and glory in the highest heavens!
Alleluia! 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 1:29-34 

‘Look:there is the Lamb of God’. 

This Sunday’s readings from the Sacred Scriptures: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year -  A. 

Please remember in your prayers... 

We remember in our prayers all who have died recently and all whose anniversaries occur around this 
time, commending them to the merciful love of God, especially: Monsignor John Harty, Brenda Brannan, 
Susan Cassidy, Maurice Welsh, Martina Reilly, Melanie Reilly, Moira Scully, Tom Reilly, Fr. Colin  
Golden, Janet Probert, Billy O’Donnell, Veronica Trenchard, Clare Frulloni, Mary Ritchie, Joan      
Cruickshank, Maggie O’Donnell, Tubby Wardlaw, Pope Emeritus  Benedict XVI, Roberta Caine and Jean 
Quinn… Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in 
peace. Amen. 

Please also remember in your prayers those who are unwell at the moment, that the Good Lord will place 
His healing hand upon them and give strength to those who care for them. We pray especially for:       
Margaret Conway, Bishop Stephen Robson. 

Preparation to receive Holy Communion: O Lord, Jesus Chr ist, King of ever lasting glory, behold I     
desire to come to you this day, and to receive your Body and Blood in this heavenly Sacrament, for your     
honour and glory, and the good of my soul. I desire to receive you, because it is your desire, and you have so 
willed it: blessed be your Name forever. I desire to come to you like Magdalen, that I may be delivered from all 
my evils, and embrace you, my only Good. I desire to come to you, that I may be happily united to you, that I 
may henceforth abide in you, and you in me; and that nothing in life or death may ever separate me from you. 
Amen. 


