
The month of May is the "month which the piety of the faithful has especially dedicated to Our Blessed 
Lady," and it is the occasion for a "moving tribute of faith and love which Catholics in every part of the 
world [pay] to the Queen of Heaven. During this month Christians, both in church and in the privacy of 
the home, offer up to Mary from their hearts an especially fervent and loving homage of prayer and            
veneration. In this month, too, the benefits of God's mercy come down to us from her throne in greater 
abundance" (Pope St. Paul VI: Encyclical on the Month of May, no. 1). 
 
This Christian custom of dedicating the month of May to the Blessed Virgin arose at the end of the 13th 
century. In this way, the Church was able to Christianize the secular feasts which were wont to take place 
at that time. In the 16th century, books appeared and fostered this devotion. 
 
The practice became especially popular among the members of the Jesuit Order — by 1700 it took hold 
among their students at the Roman College and a bit later it was publicly practiced in the Gesu Church in 
Rome. From there it spread to the whole Church. 
 
In our observance of the Marian month we should take into account the season of the Liturgical Year 
which largely corresponds with the fifty days of Easter. Our pious exercises could emphasize Our Lady's 
participation in the Paschal mystery and in Pentecost with which the Church begins.  

The Rosary 
Also called the Psalter of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Rosary is one of the most excellent prayers to the 
Mother of God. Thus, "the Roman Pontiffs have repeatedly exhorted the faithful to the frequent recitation 
of this biblically inspired prayer which is centred on contemplation of the salvific events of Christ's life, 
and their close association with the Virgin Mother." 

The Brown Scapular (of Our Lady of Mount Carmel) and other Scapulars 
The scapular is an external sign of the filial relationship established between the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother and Queen of Mount Carmel, and the faithful who entrust themselves totally to her protection, who 
have recourse to her maternal intercession, who are mindful of the primacy of the spiritual life and the 
need for prayer. 

Medals 
These are witnesses of faith and a sign of veneration of the Holy Mother of God, as well as of trust in her 
maternal protection. 
The Church blesses such objects of Marian devotion in the belief that "they help to remind the faithful of 
the love of God, and to increase trust in the Blessed Virgin Mary." 

The "Akathistos" Hymn 
In the Byzantine tradition, one of the oldest and most revered expressions of Marian devotion is the hymn 
of the "Akathistos" — meaning the hymn sung while standing. It is a literary and theological masterpiece, 
encapsulating in the form of a prayer, the universally held Marian belief of the primitive Church. 
(excerpted from the Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy). 
 
If you have children at home how about encouraging them to make a May altar, with a statue of the 

Blessed Virgin, a place they can decorate with flowers and where the family can gather to pray? 
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A Daily Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against 
the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly 
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, 

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

Calling all aspiring altar servers! 

If you have made your First Holy Communion and are regularly 

attending Holy Mass in the parish at the weekend, you are eligi-

ble to help serve Holy Mass. For a long time and as part of a 

great tradition, our young people have assisted the priest in the 

celebration of the Mass and have seen it as a great privilege to be 

so close to the altar of God.  

I would like to encourage parents to help their children to think 

about serving Holy Mass as a way of beginning to contribute to the life of the Church and to take their 

place more seriously in the worshipping community.  

Training will be given to anyone interested, and if we have enough young ones      

showing an interest we might even be able to have a rota, so that you don’t need to 

serve every single week but just once in a while. Maybe even some adults would be 

willing to help out with the training of the children or also to volunteer to serve Mass 

along with them (having completed the necessary safeguarding training, etc.)? 

It can only help to enhance our celebration of the Sacred Liturgy if we have good, 

committed, and well-disciplined altar servers, so I am appealing to you to help me with 

this. Parents, if your children would like to be involved, please hand in your contact 

details along with your children’s names. God bless you, Fr. Martin 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_29041965_mense-maio_en.html


Times of Holy Mass & Confessions etc. 
*please note the change in some times of Masses this week 

 

Monday 2nd May  No public Mass 

     Prayer Group in St. James’ from 7.30-9.00p.m. - All welcome 

Tuesday 3rd May  FEAST OF Ss. PHILIP & JAMES 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   *9.30a.m. Holy Mass 

     Meeting in the church hall at St. James’ from 11.00a.m. of the Dunkeld    
     Clerical Friendly Societies’ Trustees and Managers, followed by A.G.M. 

     St. James’ Parish:     7.00p.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

Wednesday 4th May  3rd Week in Eastertide 

     St. James’ Parish:     9.15a.m. Holy Rosary 

             10.00a.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Holy Mass 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   *6.00p.m. Holy Mass 

     Safeguarding Meeting in Our Lady of Lourdes’ church hall at 7.00p.m. for  
     those needing to update their safeguarding training. 

Thursday 5th May  3rd Week in Eastertide 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   9.15a.m. Holy Rosary 

             10.00a.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

Friday 6th May   3rd Week in Eastertide  

     St. James’ Parish:     9.15a.m. Holy Rosary 

             10.00a.m. Holy Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

Saturday 7th May  Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish: 

     1st Saturday Mass (Fatima Devotion)  10.00a.m.  

     4th Sunday of Easter - C. (Vigil Mass) 

             4.15 - 4.45p.m. Confessions 

             5.00p.m. Vigil Mass 

     St. James’ Parish:     7.00p.m. Vigil Mass 

             Confessions after Mass 

Sunday 8th May   4th Sunday of Easter - C. 

     St. James’ Parish:     9.00a.m. Holy Mass 

     Our Lady of Lourdes’ Parish:   11.00a.m. Holy Mass 

     Kilgraston School, Bridge of Earn:   Exeat weekend 

I begin each day with holy Mass, receiving Jesus hidden under the appearance of a simple piece of 
bread. Then I go out into the streets and I find the same Jesus hidden in the dying destitute, the AIDS 

patients, the lepers, the abandoned children, the hungry, and the homeless. It's the same Jesus. -
 Mother Teresa 

 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 5:27-32,40-41 

We are witnesses to all this: we and the Holy Spirit. 

Psalm 29(30) 

Response: Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, for His love has no end. 

 

A reading from the Book of the Apocalypse 5:11-14 

The Lamb that was sacrificed is worthy to be given riches and power. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Lord, Jesus, explain the Scriptures to us. 

Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us. 

Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 21:1-19 

Jesus stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to them, and the same with the 
fish. 

This Sunday’s readings from the Sacred Scriptures: - 3rd Sunday of Easter, Year C. 

Memorial to Fr. Colin Golden R.I.P. 

Some while ago now, after the sad death of Fr. Colin Golden, and when I knew I had 
been appointed to Our Lady of Lourdes as Parish Priest, I ordered a statue as a memorial 
to Fr. Colin. The statue is a three feet high statue of St. Andrew. I chose St. Andrew    
because he is both patron saint of our beloved Scotland and also patron saint of Romania 
- a place whose people were so dear to Fr. Colin’s heart. I intend to have the statue      
installed at the front of Our Lady’s on one side of the sanctuary (probably the side       
opposite to where the baptismal font is located). The statue will be mounted on a shelf 
and an appropriate    memorial plaque will be placed near the statue in memory of Fr. 
Colin asking for prayers for the happy repose of his soul. I know that Fr. Colin was   
dearly loved and is a much missed priest, and I hope this memorial will be a fitting     
tribute to his legacy in the parish and beyond. Should anyone wish to contribute          
financially towards the statue, the plinth, and the plaque, you can hand in your donation 
in an envelope marked “Fr. Colin’s Memorial”. Thank you for your generosity. The   
statue will probably not be in place until sometime after the Easter celebrations and     
donations can be handed in at any time. Thank you to those who have already handed in 
contributions, God bless you, Fr. Martin 

St. James’ 100 Club Winners: 

£50: 15,  Jean Crawford, £10: 82, Brodie Irvine, 36, Bill Nouillan, 55, John Wheatley, 73, Miranda      
Maxwell. Congratulations to the winners, and thank you, as always, to Aileen Sorbie for her hard work in 
organising everything for the 100 Club. 

Sincere thanks from Wilma Carragher and the SSVP Conference at St. James’ 

Wilma and the sisters and brothers of the SSVP have asked me to pass on their heartfelt thanks to all who 
sponsored her recent sky-dive. Wilma, with your support, managed to raise a tremendous £2, 370.00 for 
the work of the Society in St. James’ parish. How fantastic! As you know, all your donations to the SSVP 
are put to good use in helping those in our parishes in need - and there is much need at the moment. Thank 
you for your generosity and your continuing support of the SSVP. They would welcome more members 
both in Kinross and in Our Lady’s, Perth. So if you’d be interested in helping the needy in a practical way 
and in developing your own spirituality and faith as a member of the Society please speak to me (Fr.   
Martin) or to a current member of the Society. God bless you! 

https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Mother+Teresa

