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Advent Project 2019 - Society of St. Vincent de Paul charitable works 

Over the past few years we’ve come together as a parish community to support an Advent Project, a   spiritual and 
material endeavour to mark the season of Advent which the Church has always considered to be a “mini-Lent”, as 
we prepare for the festivities of the Nativity of the Lord. This year our project will be to focus on the work of the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul (very active in our parish), and I would ask you, kindly, to do what you can to make 
this year’s project as huge a success as previous years’ have been.  

As you will know the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a Catholic charity and national and international                
organisation. The aim of our conference is to support as many needy people as possible both materially and     
spiritually. Whilst seeking to alleviate material poverty the Society also recognises the poverty of loneliness and 
isolation and the struggles that come with feeling marginalised.  

Some of the possibilities we’d like you to consider as means of supporting the Advent Project are: 

 Taking a spare change jar, saving up your loose change and handing it in at the end of Advent. 

 Handing in good used winter coats for adults and children, as well as hats, scarves and gloves. 

 Buying a Christmas present for a child and fetching it along on Gaudete Sunday (15th December) 

 Becoming a member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and helping to visit and engage in our charitable 
works. 

 Making members of the Society or Fr. Martin aware of people who may be in need of assistance. 

 Praying for the work of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Thank you on behalf of all the brothers and sisters in St. James’ & St. Matthew’s SVP Conference 

The Parish 100 Club - important notice 

St James’ runs a 100 club every year to help raise funds for the church.   This year we raised just 
under £3,000 which is fantastic, and this couldn’t be done without the continued support from the 
parishioners of St James’ and St Matthew’s.  At the moment there are a few vacant numbers, and 
if any parishioner would like to join, or take on an additional number then please speak to Aileen 
Sorbie or Fr Martin and we will be able to get things organised.  The membership fee is £52 for 
the year, but this can be paid, quarterly, half yearly, or annually, to suit you, and a renewal notice 
is issued to everyone when the next instalment is due.  There are 5 prizes drawn on the last Sun-
day of the month, 1 x £50, 4 x £10 and twice a year, at Easter and Christmas, there is a £500 
draw.  For existing members, the renewal forms will be out shortly and will be either in the box at 
the back of the church or someone will be handing them out.  Kind Regards.  Aileen Sorbie 

Spare change jars / containers will be available at the back of the church for those 
who would like to support the Advent Project in this way, or, alternatively, fill your 

own jar at home and hand it in, please, on Gaudete Sunday - 15th December. 

Parish Christmas Raffle - tickets now on sale for £1.00 a strip, many great prizes to be won (on view in 
St. James’ church hall). All proceeds will go towards parish funds. 

The draw will take place after the Christmas Vigil Mass in St. James’. 

A general notice for those using the hall in St. James’ 

Whilst all are very welcome to use the hall in St. James’ for parish activities / groups, can I please make a  
request. I would appreciate it if someone in the group using the hall at any given time, including teas and 
coffees on Sundays and Wednesdays would make sure that the heating is turned back to 10 degrees before 
leaving, that lights and taps are turned off (especially in the toilet area), and that tables and chairs are       
rearranged tidily without obstructing exits. Bins should not be left overflowing with rubbish, but any rubbish 
you have at the end of your time should be taken away. The hall is there for the use of everyone and     
therefore it should be kept  tidy at all times and the property of the parish (and other people ’s property that 
might happen to be there)  should be respected. I would also ask that people do not leave items in the hall 
for any period of time without my prior permission - these items may be damaged accidentally and the    
parish can accept no responsibility for them. Groups should check that all of these things are attended to  
before leaving the hall, and also be sure to set the alarm. Thank you for your co-operation in these matters 
and for the respect you show to others who will use the hall after you. Fr. Martin 
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St. James’, Kinross &  

St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty 

In the Catholic Diocese of Dunkeld 

Scottish Charity Number: SC001810 

Parish Priest: Fr. Martin Pletts 

Postal Address for both churches: 5 High Street, Kinross, KY13 8AW 

St. Matthew’s Address: 4 Back Dykes, Auchtermuchty, KY14 7AB 

Parish email address: stjames@dunkelddiocese.org.uk 

Landline: 01577 863329 Mobile: 07540534480                       

Parish Website: https://catholickinross.com 

Diocese of Dunkeld Website: www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk 

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions: St. James’ -   Wilma Carragher’s Intentions  St. Matthew’s - Special Intention 

A DONATION OF £5.00 IS SUGGESTED FOR ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE THE SANCTUARY LAMP TO BURN FOR A PARTICULAR INTENTION 

Last week’s collection figures: 

 

St. James’ - 08/12/19 - £ 610.80 St. Matthew’s - 08/12/19 - £ 76.74 

Thank you, as always, for your generous contributions to the parish. The parish depends entirely upon your generosity in order to be able to 
function financially. If you are a tax payer we can claim back 25p for every £1 donated through the Gift Aid Scheme. If you would like to do 

this please speak to Fr. Martin, all it requires is the filling in of a simple form and the allocation to you of numbered envelopes. If you are 
frequently away and would like to give in a more sustained fashion please consider setting up a Standing Order through the bank. If you 
haven’t increased your contributions over the past years, please also consider if you can afford something extra in your weekly donation. 
Remember that what comes in through our weekly collections is also levied by the Diocese to support the functioning of the Diocesan 

Church as a whole, 15% of our collection income goes every month for this purpose. God bless you, Fr. Martin 

This week we also received the latest Gift Aid return from the Diocese, in respect of those who pay tax and use the Gift Aid 
envelopes for their weekly donations to the parish. The amount we have just received came to £4,315.00. Thank you! 

3rd Sunday of Advent - Year A. 
Sunday 15th December 2019 

Divine Office Volume I,  Week III with proper of season 

Bless, O Lord, the sick of our parish, those who care for them, those who support them. Comfort the    
bereaved and grant eternal rest to our beloved dead. Fill us with trust in your love and your goodness. 

Thank you to you all for your support for our Advent Project and thank you to all who have 
brought in toys for needy children this weekend. God bless you for your kindness! 
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Times of Holy Mass & Confessions, etc. 

St. James’, Kinross (KY13 8AW) 
 

 

Monday 16th December  3rd Week of Advent     Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

             Confessions after Holy Mass 

             Prayer Group 8.00-10.00p.m. 

Tuesday 17th December   Advent Votive Mass of Our Blessed Lady  Holy Mass at 7.00p.m. 

     Rorate candle lit Mass -  celebrated ‘ad orientem’     

     Hot chocolate, cake and biscuits in the church hall after Mass  

Wednesday 18th December Advent Feria by date     Holy Mass at 11.30a.m. 

     Teas & Coffees after Holy Mass - all welcome Confessions after Holy Mass 

     Church cleaning - volunteers are most welcome 

Thursday 19th December  Advent Feria by date     Adoration 8.45-9.45a.m. 

             Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

             Confessions after Holy Mass 

Friday 20th December  Advent Feria by date     Rosary at 9.15a.m. 

             Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

             Confessions after Holy Mass 

***Carol singing at the Christmas tree in front of The Courthouse from 6.30-7.30p.m. organised by KCT, all are    
welcome to attend. Those attending should wrap up warm and bring a torch with them*** 

Saturday 21st December  Advent Votive Mass of Our Blessed Lady  Rosary at 9.15a.m. 

             Holy Mass at 10.00a.m.  
             Confessions after Holy Mass 

             Confessions 5.30-5.50p.m. 

     4th Sunday of Advent - Year A.     Vigil Mass at 6.00p.m.   

Sunday 22nd December  4th Sunday of Advent - Year A.        Rosary 8.55-9.15a.m. 

     Offered for all parishioners    Holy Mass at 9.30a.m. 

We welcome Bishop Robson to this Mass at which Maria Bartlett will be presented with the Benemerenti - there will 
be a social gathering afterwards in the hall with refreshments, to which all are welcome.  

St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty (KY14 7AB) 

 

Sunday 22nd December  4th Sunday of Advent - Year A.      Holy Mass at 11.30a.m. 

     Fr. Jim McManus will be supplying for this Mass Confessions after Holy Mass  

      please show him your usual warm welcome 

 

Kilgraston School, Bridge of Earn (PH2 9BQ) 

      

Wednesday 18th December Junior Carol Concert & Christmas Service at 9.30a.m. 

Kilgraston begins its Christmas break after today, no Sunday Masses until further notice. 

Prayer Intentions: Please remember in your prayers all who are sick or suffering at this time, as well as those who care for them, 
may God grant them healing and strength, especially: Bishop Stephen Robson, Maite Bowstead, Carrie Krumwiede, Frances        
Namyslo, Billy Kenny, Clare Hughes, Brenda Gilmartin, Cliff Edwards, Margaret Kirby, Mary Kearney, Lesley Law, Kath Reilly, 
Mark   Laughlan, John & Agnes Kenny, Joseph Kierney, Eva Clarke, Joan Paterson, Anne McGinley, and all who are sick and have 
asked for our prayers. Please pray, too, for those who have died recently and those whose anniversaries  occur around this time,  
especially: Patrick Hampsey, Sarah Reilly, Rhoda Reilly, Daniel McLindon, John Rosales, George Reilly (Grandfather of Fr. Paul 
Denney), Monica Enos, Sean McCaffrey, Fr. Bill Tollan, Anna McCloy, Maureen Humphrey, Audrey Steedman, John D. Brady,    
Ernest Gowland, Helen Lynas, Jack Etherington, Michael Scully, Margaret Bradley, Christine Beveridge. Requiem aeternam  dona 
eis, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis. Requiescant in pace. 
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A reading from the prophet Isaiah 35,1-6a.10 

Look, your God is coming, He is coming to save you.. 

 

Psalm 145,6-10R/.Isaiah 35.4 

Response: Come, Lord, and save us. 

 

A reading from the letter of St. James 5,7-10 

Do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon.  

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 

He has sent me to bring good news to the poor 

Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 11:2-11 

Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone else? 

This Sunday’s readings from the Sacred Scriptures: 

 

Christmas Mass Times 

Christmas is a holyday of obligation and we can fulfil this obligation by participating in any one 
of the following Masses: 

Christmas Eve: 4.30p.m. Carols in St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty, followed by Holy Mass at  

   5.00p.m. 

Christmas Eve:  7.30p.m. Carols in St. James’, Kinross, followed by Holy Mass at 8.00p.m. 

Christmas Day: 9.30a.m. Holy Mass in St. James’, Kinross (with the agreement of the parishioners 

   there will be no morning Mass in St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty). 

Christmas Eve is Tuesday 24th December and Christmas Day Wednesday 25th December 

Advent Rorate Caeli Masses 

Rorate Masses in honour of Our Blessed Lady will be celebrated ad orientem on Tuesday         
evenings throughout Advent, the last one being this coming Tuesday. The Mass is celebrated in 
St. James’ by candlelight only, and after Holy Mass we go through to the church hall for hot 
chocolate, cakes and biscuits. All are very welcome and indeed encouraged to join us for this 
beautiful and traditional way of preparing for Christmas. See the back page of this week’s Scottish 
Catholic Observer which features an article by Fr. Jamie McMorrin on this particular Advent    
devotion.  

Thank you to those who have already supported the Advent Project by handing in coats, hats, scarves and 
gloves. Unwrapped children’s presents can be handed in this weekend, and jars of spare change or any  

other donations before the celebration of Christmas. Thanks for your support!  - St. Vincent de Paul 

Please pray for Fr. Jude Mukoro who was ordained for our Diocese on Saturday - may he have a 
blessed and fruitful priestly ministry in the Diocese of Dunkeld and may God grant Him every 

grace to serve His people with love and fidelity. Ad multos annos! 


