
 

To All Catholics 
 

Even in the first three centuries, when persecution after persecution, inspired by Hell, fell upon 
the infant Church in a raging attempt to crush her, even when the whole of civilization was      
deluged with Christian blood, out on the far frontiers of the Roman Empire the heralds of the 
Gospel journeyed, announcing their tidings. Then, after peace and religious freedom had been 
officially granted to the Church, her apostolate to the world made far greater progress. In this 
achievement, a number of men of striking sanctity played outstanding roles. One of them was 
Gregory the Illuminator, who brought the Faith to Armenia. Another was Victorinus, the apostle 
of Styria. Frumentius, who evangelized Ethiopia, was a third. Later on Patrick brought forth the 
Irish in Christ; Augustine introduced the Faith among the English; and Columba and Palladius 
preached the Gospel to the Scots. Later still Clement Willibrord, the first Bishop of Utrecht, 
brought the radiance of the Gospel to Holland; Boniface and Ansgar carried the Faith to the    
Germans; and Cyril and Methodius won Slavonia for the Church... 
 
And now We would like to address all those who, thanks to the mercy of God, possess the true 
Faith and participate in the innumerable benefits that flow from it. First We should like to point 
out the fact that the sacred obligation of assisting in the conversion of unbelievers applies also to 
them. For “God gave commandment to each of them concerning his neighbour” (Sir 17:14); and 
the strictness of this command varies in proportion to the seriousness of the neighbour’s need. 
Now what class of people is more in need of fraternal help than unbelievers, who live in            
ignorance of God, and consequently, bound by the chains of their blind and violent desires, are 
enslaved in the most hideous of all the forms of slavery, the service of Satan? Anyone then who 
contributes whatever services he can to the work of bringing the light of faith to them – and  
helping the work of the missions is the best means – would accomplish two purposes at the same 
time. He would be fulfilling his obligation in this important matter, and he would also be     
thanking God in a particularly appropriate way for the faith that has been given to him. 
 
 
Three Ways to Help 
 
There are three general ways in which a Catholic can assist the missionary effort, and               
missionaries themselves constantly remind us of them. The first is within everyone’s capacity. 
This first means is prayer, prayer that God may grant the missions His merciful aid. We have    
already insisted that the toil of our missionaries would be futile and barren unless divine grace 
rendered it vital and fruitful. Saint Paul referred to this fact when he said, “It was I who planted 
the seed; it is Apollo who waters it; but it is God Who makes it grow” (1 Cor 3:6). We must         
remember, however, that we have a way of obtaining this grace – the way of humble and          
persevering prayer. As Our Lord said, “regarding anything they ask for, their prayer shall be 
granted by My Father in heaven” (Mt 18:19). This kind of prayer cannot fail, especially in this 
cause. For no cause is dearer or more pleasing to God than this one. While the Israelites fought 
their battle with Amalek, Moses took his stand on a great hill and, lifting up his hands, implored 
God’s aid for his people. The teachers of the Gospel are manfully at work in the Lord’s vineyard, 
and it is the duty of all the faithful to follow the example of Moses and grant them the support of 
their prayers. 
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Fostering Vocations 
 
Secondly, something must be done about the scarcity of missionaries. Their number was small 
enough a few years ago; but now, since the war, it has been so reduced that many areas of the 
Lord’s vineyard are without labourers. We appeal to you, venerable Brethren, for a particularly 
vigorous approach to this problem. You will be performing a service eminently worthy of your 
love of the Faith if you take pains to foster any signs of a missionary vocation that appear among 
your priests and seminarians. Do not be deceived by the claims of a false prudence; do not let    
human reasoning deter you with the plea that what you send to the foreign missions you will be 
subtracting from the resources of your diocese. To fill the place of each priest you send to the  
missions, God will give you many priests, and very able priests, for your work at home. 
 
To the superiors of religious orders and institutes that serve the missions We address a most      
earnest request that they choose for this critical work only the best of their men, those who are 
outstanding in virtue, in devotion, in zeal for souls. And whenever it becomes evident that their 
missionaries have succeeded in converting a particular people from superstition to the divine   
wisdom of Christianity, and that the Church has been securely established there, then it is time for 
superiors to send their men on, so that these selected troops of Christ can wrest still another     
people from the clutches of the devil. What they have won they won for Christ. Do not balk now at 
leaving the harvest to be reaped by others. And remember that this type of procedure, this        
continual preparation of harvests, will bring down upon your congregations the richest gifts of 
God’s divine goodness. 
 
Economic Help 
 
Finally, the missions need economic help, and a substantial amount of it. The war has enormously 
increased their difficulties. It has wiped out a great number of schools, hospitals and hostels, has 
destroyed organized charities and put an end to many other types of foundation they once         
operated. In this crisis We appeal to all good Christians for whatever liberality they can afford. 
“How can the love of God abide in him who possesses worldly goods, and, seeing his brother in 
need, closes his heart to him?” (1 Jn 3:17). When he said this, the Apostle John was referring to 
people who suffer physical need. But does not the law of charity bind even more strictly when 
there is even more at stake than the rescue of enormous numbers of people from hunger and   
destitution and the other forms of physical suffering? Does not this law bind us more stringently 
when the issue is also, and primarily, the rescue of this stupendous multitude of souls from the 
arrogant domination of Satan, and their entrance into the freedom of the children of God? 
 


