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The Beauty of our Catholic Faith 
Catholics have always rejoiced in beautifying their 
places of worship, of giving their very best to God to 
honour Him, and of creating buildings which reflect 
the depth and significance of their faith. In spite of the 
iconoclasm of that sad and regrettable period of the 
Reformation they have held onto this desire to glorify 
God by works of art, music, and literature. Younger 
generations of committed Catholics are now            
rediscovering this truth in terms of the traditional  
Liturgy, liturgical music such as Gregorian Chant, 

traditional pilgrimages (Chartres, Compostella, etc.), devotion to the Saints, 
and so on. Their eyes are opening to the richness of what it means to be 
Catholic. So that in the midst of what can seem a cold, stark, and godless 
world we are seeing spring the new and hopeful shoots of a resurgence in the 

Catholic Faith, the appreciation of Church teaching (especially that of the Church Fathers) and the   
embracing of our    Catholic patrimony, our rich tradition: the slow, but sure, blossoming of the Faith of 
our Fathers (and Mothers) - so to speak. As we look to the rest of the Catholic world, untouched by the 
harshness and rigours of the Reformation we glean a 
greater insight into what our own Faith is all about and 
what was the experience of the generations that came 
before us, those who through sacrifices and love handed 
on this precious gift of the Catholic Faith and its       
customs and traditions. We see the truly Catholic, i.e. 
Universal nature of our Faith, and how it is not limited 

by our local experience but is part of something much greater—including a  
richness     beyond that even of the Latin Rite church, seen in the beautiful    
liturgies, for   example, of Oriental Rite Catholics. The aim of each one of 
us, as priests, is to express these truths, to express this richness, to bring into 
our local community a sense of our patrimony, tradition, and the beauty of 
our faith which reaches beyond our particular church and even beyond our 
particular     Diocese. In the ongoing enhancement of our church buildings with the reverent positioning of the Tabernacle, 
the addition of statues of our brothers and sisters in Christ - the Saints - with the inclusion of traditional elements in church 
décor (angels, candles, liturgical furnishings) there is a desire to lift us from the mundane to the reality of the supernatural 
in which we are engaged each time we come to Holy Mass. God is our focus, and the elements in our churches - most      
especially the liturgical elements - are there to lift our hearts and minds to God and to heavenly realities. We already have a 
sufficiency of the mundane... church should be a place in which we can encounter God in order that we can then bring Him 
more and more into the world in which we live. My aim in what I am doing,  personally, and in what I will continue to do, 
both in St. James’ and St. Matthew’s, is to ensure that this  happens - that our worship is dignified and worthy of God, that we 
love Jesus more and more in the Blessed Sacrament, that our faith is nourished and nurtured, that we learn to live in charity 
and mutual understanding, that we appreciate the Church’s teaching, that we are competent in our faith so as to be able to 
evangelise and bring that Good News to others, that we have a vibrant sacramental and prayer life, that we care for the poor 

and needy and that we spend time engaging positively with each  other, and with fellow 
Christians not of our tradition, in charitable and social activities. The beauty of our     
buildings is nothing more than a reflection of the beauty of our faith and the beauty of the 
love that lies in our hearts through the grace of   Jesus Christ - an outward expression of 
our love for God, our faith in Him, and the love we have for our neighbour. This was           
witnessed to most powerfully, one might argue, in the story-telling on the stained glass 
windows of those many grand and glorious cathedrals, abbeys and monasteries, but should 
be no less true of our own modest churches. Sometimes this understanding has been lost. 
We look to the Saints, whose images adorn our churches, for inspiration in all of this, for 
they are the ones who have run the race and already reached the goal. Their   images 
stand to inspire us to imitate their example, and go far  beyond being any kind of           
decorative object, but are there to encourage us to love of God and of our  neighbour, and 

to spur us on us to seek the prayers and intercession of these holy ones represented —such an understanding is indisputably 
fundamental to the Catholic Faith, part of our tradition, and here we stand in contrast to 
our brothers and sisters whose tradition, theology, and ecclesiology stems from that  

period of the Reformation. We all need to learn more and 
more to be unashamedly Catholic, for being unashamedly 
Catholic means being  wholly and wholeheartedly committed 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and everything that that means: 
a deep love of God and a deep love of our neighbour. In St. 
James’, recently, I have added plaques of our  Scottish Saints: 
Andrew, Margaret, John Ogilvie and Mungo, as well as the 
Patrons of Wales and  England: David and George, and Irish 
Patrons: Patrick and Bride—reflective of the heritage of many of our parishioners. I have also 
added some angels (seraphim) to the sanctuary arch and will add more, as well as to the arches in 
the body of the church - seven on the sanctuary arch, to represent the seven spirits before God 
(see the Book of the Apocalypse) and nine in the body of the church to represent the nine choirs 
of angels: seraphim (depicted on the arches), cherubim, thrones, dominions, virtues, powers,  
principalities,  archangels and angels. The word “angel” literally means “messenger”, directly 
above the altar there will be a further twelve angels representative of the twelve Apostles - the 
messengers of the Good News. I shall also be adding an image of the Holy Spirit above the altar/
tabernacle in due course. God bless, Fr. Martin 
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St. James’, Kinross &  

St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty 

In the Catholic Diocese of Dunkeld 

Scottish Charity Number: SC001810 

Parish Priest: Fr. Martin Pletts 

Postal Address for both churches: 5 High Street, Kinross, KY13 8AW 

St. Matthew’s Address: 4 Back Dykes, Auchtermuchty, KY14 7AB 

Parish email address: stjames@dunkelddiocese.org.uk 

Landline: 01577 863329 Mobile: 07540534480 

Parish Website: https://catholickinross.com 

Diocese of Dunkeld Website: www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk 

Last Week’s Collections: 

St. James’ Collection: (31/03/19) £ 610.11 

St. Matthew’s Collection: (31/03/19) £ 141.00 

S.V.D.P. Collection: (St. James’) £102.68  (St. Matthew’s) £53.10 

Thank you, as always for your generosity. Please consider Gift Aid if you are a taxpayer, for every pound given we can claim back 25p. (The 
figures above do not include payments made directly into the parish account). 

Mass attendance: 

St. James’ Vigil Mass: (30/03/19): 46 

St. James’ 9.30a.m. Mass: (31/03/19): 78 

St. Matthew’s 11.30a.m. Mass: (31/03/19): 22 

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions: St. James’ -   Special Intentions (S.W.)  St. Matthew’s - Special Intentions (S.W.) 

A DONATION OF £5.00 IS SUGGESTED FOR ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE THE SANCTUARY LAMP TO BURN FOR A PARTICULAR INTENTION 

5th Sunday of Lent - Year C. 
Sunday 7th April 2019 

 
Divine Office Volume II, Week I, with proper of season 

Have a blessed and spiritually fruitful Lent - receive God’s mercy in the Sacrament of Confession! 
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Prayer Intentions: Please remember in your prayers all who are sick or suffering at this time, as well as those who care for them, 

may God grant them healing and strength, especially: Ann Rafferty, Margaret Kirby, Mary Kearney, Jane Ball, Lesley Law, Kath 
Reilly, Tony Whitehead, Mark Laughlan, Moyra & Neil Scully, John & Agnes Kenny, Tiziana Hetherington, Ashley McKnight, 

Regina Irvine, Joseph Kierney, Joanne McAtear, Dominic Law, Mary Joyce, Eva Clarke, Joan Paterson, Anne McGinley, and all 

who are sick and have asked for our prayers. Please pray, too, for those who have died recently and those whose anniversaries  

occur around this time,  especially: Joseph Jannetta, Mgr. Hugh McInally, Sarah Hampsey,  Peter Smith, Malcolm McGregor,  
Patrick Sweeney, Reme Rosales, Nell   Scully, Nellie Sherry, Margaret McLindon, Jimmy Payne, Sean Gallagher, Chic Henderson, 

John Clark (father of Fr. Andrew Clark), Joan Boyle,  Martin Elliot, Jennifer Wells, Bruno Panetta, Mary & Manus Boyle, Douglas 

Hill, Carol Finlay, Martin Elliot, John Kenny, Fr. Jim McCruden, Irene Hughes, Sadie Whitehead, Frank Corrieri, Netta Pawlak, 

and Jim and Sadie Duffy. Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis. Requiescant in pace. 

Times of Holy Mass & Confessions, etc. 

St. James’, Kinross (KY13 8AW) 

 

 

Monday 8th April   5th Week of Lent      Stations of the Cross 9.20a.m. 

             Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

             Let it Be 7.30-9.00p.m. 

Tuesday 9th April    5th Week of Lent      Holy Mass at 9.00a.m. 

Wednesday 10th April  5th Week of Lent      Stations of the Cross 9.20a.m. 

             Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

Thursday 11th April  5th Week of Lent      Stations of the Cross 9.20a.m. 

             Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

             Confessions after Mass 

Friday 12th April   5th Week of Lent      Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

             Stations of the Cross 3.00p.m.  

             Confessions after Stations 

Saturday 13th April          Confessions 5.30-5.50p.m. 

     PALM SUNDAY       Vigil Mass at 6.00p.m. 

Sunday 14th April   PALM SUNDAY       Holy Mass at 9.30a.m 

 

St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty (KY14 7AB) 

Sunday 14th April   PALM SUNDAY      Holy Mass at 11.30a.m. 

             Confessions after Holy Mass 

 

 Kilgraston School, Bridge of Earn (PH2 9BQ) 

Sunday 14th April   SCHOOL HOLIDAYS  - NO MASS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

This weekend (06 & 07/04/19) there will be a second collection for Papal and        
Episcopal Charities (which includes S.C.I.A.F.) 

100 Club winners—March 2019:  
 

£50                         9                  Terry Rafferty 
£10                         16                Regina Irvine 
£10                         23                Moira Brady 
£10                         52                Tom Ganley 
£10                         60                Betty Chilvers 
 

Congratulations to our winners. Outstanding subscriptions 
should please be paid as soon as possible to be eligible for the 
draw on Easter Sunday for the grand prize and usual prizes.  

Funeral of Mgr. Hugh McInally 
Reception of Remains and Sung      

Vespers at 4pm on Sunday 14 April in 
St Andrew's Cathedral, Dundee (150 

Nethergate) 
Solemn Requiem Mass at 12 noon on 

Monday 15 April in St. Andrew's      
Cathedral  followed by burial at      

Balgay Cemetery (Priests' plot) at 
2.00p.m. 
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A reading from the prophet Isaiah 43:16-21 

See, I am doing a new deed, and I will give my chosen people drink. 

 

Psalm 125. R/.v.3 

Response: What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we were glad. 

 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Philippians 3:8-14 

Reproducing the pattern of His death, I have accepted the loss of everything for Christ. 

  

Now, now - it is the Lord who speaks - come back to me with all your heart, 

for I am all tenderness and compassion. 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 8:1-11 

If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be the first to throw a stone 
at her. 

This Sunday’s readings from the Sacred Scriptures: 

Timetable for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter 
Sunday: 

Holy Thursday (18th April) -  Office of Readings & Morning Prayer in St. James’ at 9.00a.m. 

      Mass of the Lord’s Supper in St. James’ at 8.00p.m. 

      Watching at the Altar of Repose until 10.00p.m. 

      Night Prayer to conclude 

Good Friday (19th April) -   Office of Readings & Morning Prayer in St. James’ at 9.00a.m. 

      Confessions after the Divine Office 

      Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord at 3.00p.m. in St. James’ 

      Stations of the Cross at 7.00p.m. in St. James’ 

Holy Saturday (20th April) -  Office of Readings and Morning Prayer in St. James’ at 9.00a.m. 

      Easter Vigil Mass in St. James’ at 8.30p.m. 

      (Social gathering in the church hall afterwards) 

Easter Sunday (21st April) -  Mass of the Resurrection at 9.30a.m. in St. James’ 

      Mass of the Resurrection in St. Matthew’s at 11.30a.m. 

The Mass of Chrism will take place in St. Andrew’s Cathedral, 150 Nethergate, Dundee, on Wednesday 
17th April at 7.00p.m. All are encouraged to attend. This is the Mass at which the priests of the Diocese 
renew their priestly commitment and at which the Holy Oils, used throughout the year for the               
celebration of the Sacraments, are blessed by the Bishop. If enough people are interested in going I can try 
to organise a minibus to take us, please let me know as soon as possible if this is something that would 
interest you. God bless, Fr. Martin 

Donations towards the cost of flowers for Holy Week in St. James’ would be gratefully received.              
Contributions can be placed in the wall box at the back of the church or handed in to Fr. Martin in an    
envelope marked “Easter Flowers”. If people would also like to donate green plants for the altar of repose 
for Holy Thursday that would also be very much appreciated. Thank you, as always, for your kindness and 
generosity! 


