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Homily for the 25th Sunday of the Year – B. 

 

The wonderful thing about today’s Gospel is that Jesus turns ambition 

upside down… Is greatness to be found in power, and influence, and 

prestige? Is it to be found in control, politics, and manipulation? Is it to 

be found in earthly honours and recognition? The answer simply is no. 

Greatness is to be found in littleness, in humility, in simplicity – all 

symbolised by the smallness and innocence of a child. 

Where there is wrangling, and where there is jealousy and ambition we 

are called by Jesus to return to the littleness and simplicity of children 

– children who are so open to God, to the working of His Spirit, to the 

hearing of His voice – and to move away from the cynicism and 

competitiveness, the self-focussed ambition, that comes with thinking 

that we are in charge.  

This is the key to greatness, this is the key to being great in the eyes of 

God. We must turn away from seeking to indulge our own desires and 

our own ambitions -  as St. James’ tells us - and learn to seek only the 

will of the Father – this is what will guarantee our happiness, what will 

guarantee the growth and prospering of God’s Holy Church, and what 

will underpin the authenticity of the Gospel we profess to believe. 

How scandalous it would be… I mean how detrimental to others 

coming to Faith in God… if they were to see us fighting amongst 

ourselves, jostling for position and power for our own ends… how 

scandalous those wars, battles, and personal vendettas that can even 

enter into the lives of so-called practising Christians! It happened in St. 

James’ day – thus the need for him to write about it and correct it – and 

it happens, too, in our day… But where it happens it drives people away 

from God, it undermines the Faith, it gives negative and destructive 

witness. Therefore it cannot be tolerated! It is the antithesis of the 

Gospel. It is, indeed, the anti-Gospel!  

The Spirit on the other hand brings unity, peace, concord and harmony 

– and so, where the Spirit is, these things will be in abundance. Let us 
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pray that the Spirit will unify us, make us of one heart in service of the 

Lord and of one another. Let us pray that the Spirit will heal the wounds 

of division, self-centredness and unholy ambition, and keep us rightly 

focussed on God’s will, God’s plan, God’s agenda. Let us be 

peacemakers, so that by the peace that dwells here, in the Church, in 

our community, and that begins in our hearts, others will come to know 

the truth of the Gospel, will desire to embrace it, and will reap its rich 

rewards in lives of joy and holiness. 

 


