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Homily for the 24th Sunday of the Year – B 

 

The renegade Augustinian friar, the infamous Martin Luther, whose 

invective added fuel to the fire of the Reformation, dismissed the Letter 

of St. James, from which we’ve just read moments ago, as an “Epistle 

of Straw”, saying that it had nothing of the Gospel about it.  

He dismissed it, because it contradicted his newly invented theology, 

and because it upheld what had always been Catholic belief, namely, 

that faith and good works must go hand-in-hand… that they are 

inseparable. 

St. James, in his Letter makes clear to us, you see, that it is not enough 

to say that we believe, that it is not enough to say that we have faith in 

order to be saved by God, but, in fact, there needs to be evidence of 

that faith, evidence of that belief; that our Christianity, to be authentic, 

must be given concrete and practical expression – otherwise, 

understandably, it might just look like hollow and empty words.  

We do indeed come to salvation only through Jesus and His merits, 

through our faith in Him, and not because of our own worthiness. But 

Jesus, in asking us to believe in Him, to have faith in Him, also asks us 

to put that belief into practice, to live it, to breathe it, to base our 

lives upon it.  

To my mind, this is good, common-sense theology, good, common-

sense Christianity.  

Christ’s own criticism of the religious people of His own time, as we 

well know, was that they didn’t practice what they preached, that they 

were white-washed tombs – attractive on the outside, yet full of dead 

men’s bones and corruption. Jesus called for integrity - that in all areas 

of our lives – if we are truly to be disciples of His – there would be 

reflected, in all genuineness, what we actually say we believe as 

Christians. 
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For us, as a community of Faith, it’s important that the proof of our 

faith is found in its practical expression in our midst. And that when we 

say we believe in Jesus, we make sure that we give evidence of that 

belief in this community.  

This begins, I think, most importantly, with the exercise of charity. Not 

the charity of giving financially, but the charity of mutual love and 

respect, treating each other with the dignity that each person deserves; 

not gossiping, or back-biting, or complaining, not talking behind 

people’s backs or tearing and dragging each other down, but trying to 

love, trying to forgive, trying to build each other up and appreciate each 

other.  

It means getting away from cliques, and power struggles, the 

possessiveness which so often ruins a parish, and stifles creativity and 

enthusiasm, and instead learning to work together even when we have 

differences of opinion and different approaches, it means valuing 

everyone’s contribution, working in love, working with the living-out 

of the Gospel as our common purpose and only agenda. If we can’t do 

it here, if we can’t live our Faith through the exercise of charity with 

each other here, I don’t think we’ll be successful in our attempts to do 

it anywhere else. 

Our Faith has to be more than mere words, our Faith has to be lived in 

order to be real – or otherwise Jesus won’t accept it. 

So the challenge I set for myself and the challenge I lay before you all 

is to embrace what St. James is saying to us, and to strive for integrity 

in our Faith. So that no matter how we have struggled up to this point 

to live in fidelity to Jesus and to love our neighbour, from now on, with 

the help of God’s grace, we will be determined to do better still, and to 

not just give lip-service to our belief in Jesus or to the call to love our 

neighbour, but to actually do at all times, with everyone, what Jesus 

asks of us: to work together, as brothers and sisters, as men and women 

of equal dignity and worth in the eyes of God, to build up His Kingdom 

here on earth, in this place, where God has planted us. 

 


