
1 
 

Homily for the Solemnity of the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary – 2018 

 

In the Old Covenant God gave the commandment: Honour your father 

and your mother. At the inception of the New Covenant God chose a 

mother for Himself – He chose to be born of a Virgin – Mary – He 

chose that She should be the means by which He would come into this 

world and save His people… God honoured Mary, among all women, 

by choosing to take flesh in her womb, He raised Her to an 

incomparable dignity, so that from that moment forward all 

generations would call Her Blessed.  

Exalted by Her Divine Son as Mother of the Redeemer, and indeed 

mother of the Redeemed - our Mother in the spiritual realm - it is 

incumbent upon all Christians to follow that original commandment 

and pay the Blessed Virgin Mary heartfelt honour by our faithfulness 

to Her Son, and our deep and respectful devotion to Her. 

In honouring His Mother, God raised Mary to the heights of Heaven 

where She now reigns as Queen. He took Her  - body and soul – into 

His Kingdom… And there, in the Apocalypse, St. John reveals this 

mystery to us… Behold, the Ark of the Covenant, the Ark of God’s 

presence, and a woman, a woman adorned with the sun, standing on 

the moon…with twelve stars on her head for a crown… Mary is the 

“Ark”, the ark of God’s presence in truth… for in Her womb lay the 

living word of God, the Bread from Heaven, the true High Priest, 

foreshadowed as it was by the ark of the Old Covenant where were 

contained the ten commandments, the manna from Heaven, and the rod 

of Aaron, the priest. 

Mary, so honoured in Her vocation, so singular in Her calling by God, 

has been taken up to Him in the highest Heavens, not tainted by the 

corruption of death, but brought body and soul before the throne of the 

Most High, there to reign as Queen Mother with Her Son, above all the 

angels and saints in Her glory. 
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This is the mystery that we celebrate today. This is the dogma of the 

Church, believed in since time immemorial and affirmed, solemnly, by 

His Holiness Pope Pius XII on the Solemnity of All Saints, 1950, in the 

papal decree Munificentissimus Deus – The Most Bountiful God. 

Pondering this article of our Catholic Faith, reflecting on this Solemn 

Feast, we’re drawn to consider our own vocation to Heaven, a vocation 

which is grounded in the here and now. As with Mary, the pathway to 

Heaven for us is rooted in the decisions and the choices we make in this 

life – what we do now. Mary’s choice was one of total openness to the 

Holy Spirit, to the will of God, a disposition of docility, humility, and 

receptivity before the Most High… She teaches us so much...  

To gain Heaven our hearts must be modelled on hers, our attitude on 

hers, because there has never been a disciple so beloved or so devoted 

to the Lord than His own dear Mother, and She, as always, points the 

way… she is our exemplar in all to do with faith, discipleship, and true 

Christian life.  

For this reason countless saints and popes, countless doctors of the 

Church and theologians - not to mention the Blessed Mother Herself, 

in her many apparitions - have encouraged us to take up the Holy 

Rosary daily, and seek Mary’s prayerful companionship and draw on 

Her encouragement as we meditate upon the Mysteries of Christ’s life 

in union with Her… What good we would do ourselves, our families, 

our world even, to heed this heavenly and saintly counsel. 

May this Blessed Mother of ours always have a special place of honour 

in our hearts, may we turn to Her, trustfully, in all of our needs… and, 

from that high place in Heaven which She occupies, from that place 

where now she is re-united with Her Divine Son, may She pray for us 

all, that we, one day, may be welcomed into the Father’s Kingdom there 

to join Mary in praising and worshipping God for all eternity.  

 

 

 


