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Homily for the 21st Sunday of the Year – B – 2018 

Waking up in the morning, kneeling down at the side of the bed and 

making the sign of the Cross, it’s always been the good habit of 

Catholics to make what is called a “morning offering” – something, 

I’m sure, that most of us do.  

The prayer of the morning offering is often something along the lines 

of: “O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer you the 

prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day for all the intentions 

of your Sacred Heart, in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

offered throughout the world…” 

The whole point of the morning offering is to give our day to God, to 

give ourselves to God, to consciously choose to be God’s faithful 

disciple for the coming twenty-four hours and to live our lives for Him. 

And so it isn’t just that particular formula that is important as such, but 

the sentiment, rather, that lies behind it… making the effort and the 

choice to ensure that God will be central to all that we do. 

Making a positive choice for God, is something that crops up today in 

our readings. Joshua says, in the first reading: “If you will not serve 

the Lord, choose today whom you wish to serve…” and Jesus, when 

His word has been rejected by a number of His followers, then says to 

those who remain: “What about you, do you want to go away too?” 

You see we always have choice – God, after all, has gifted us with free 

will. We can choose to follow God or to not follow Him. We can choose 

to listen to God or to listen to someone else. We can choose to believe 

Him or believe something or someone else. And, interestingly, God 

allows us to make that choice. He doesn’t force us… Jesus, for 

example, allows His followers to reject Him and His doctrine on the 

Holy Eucharist – as John’s Gospel shows us - He allows them to walk 

away, He allows them to do their own thing, believe their own thing, 

but He doesn’t change. Jesus doesn’t change His doctrine to suit His 

followers so that they won’t walk away, no, He presents them with His 

doctrine, He presents them with His truth, and then He allows them, in 
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all freedom to make their choice… to choose Him and His teaching, to 

accept the Truth that He, as God, is imparting to them, or to reject it, 

and to choose something or someone else according to their own 

personal preferences. 

And this, my dear brothers and sisters, is the reality for us too… it 

always has been, and it always will be… We can either embrace the 

truth of Jesus Christ and all that He teaches us as God, or, we can reject 

it… Jesus doesn’t need to justify Himself to us, He doesn’t need to win 

our favour, or chase after us in order to be popular – He is God, eternal, 

totally self-sufficient – in love He presents His truth to us for our 

benefit, for our healing, for our growth, conversion and edification – 

but always there is a choice, to accept Him and His Truth or to reject 

Him and His Truth.  

But we know that His Truth, because He is Truth, is the only way to 

life… “The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life” 

He says… Jesus Christ is the only Saviour of humankind, there is none 

other… He alone is Truth, there is none other…So we have the freedom 

to accept Him and everything that He teaches us, in its entirety, not as 

some kind of spiritual pic’n’mix, selecting out the bits that suit us, or, 

we can choose not to accept Him and everything He stands for, there 

is really no middle ground… We either accept the whole Jesus or we 

reject the whole Jesus – it’s our choice. St. Peter’s words, stand then, 

as a caution to those who make the choice to reject Jesus and His Truth: 

“Lord, who shall we go to? You have the message of eternal life, and 

we believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

The Church, whilst importantly, reaching out to the whole world, 

opening its doors to all humanity,  and excluding no one, has sadly, also 

become somewhat negatively influenced by the world… When I say 

that, what I mean is that sometimes we, as the Church, and I mean all 

of us, have embraced some of the unhealthier attitudes and 

philosophies of the world… One of them is consumerism, or perhaps 

more accurately, the consumer mentality. This means that sometimes 

we get caught up in the attitude that the Church has to provide people 

with what they want in order to keep them satisfied or happy, and 
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pander to their whims, currying favour, looking for popularity – I don’t 

see that this has worked – and more than that, this clearly isn’t the way 

that Jesus operated.  

Jesus didn’t pander to anyone’s whims, He simply spoke the Truth that 

He knew would be profitable for the salvation of the souls of those who 

were listening to Him, and He made no apologies for it.  Unfortunately, 

the Church has always been affected by a spiritual malaise whereby a 

number of Jesus’ followers believe that Jesus should be different – say 

different things, accept different things, allow different things – but, 

you know, we don’t make God in our image, instead we are made in 

His image, it is for us to learn God’s Truth, to accept it, to embrace it, 

and not for us to tell God to change and be different… and even if 

people walk away, which inevitably they will, because they don’t like 

the Truth of Jesus, because it makes them feel uncomfortable and 

challenges them, then that is a choice that they make in full freedom, 

and Jesus will not stop them, but neither will He change His Truth. 

For the Christian, the positive outlook is to make the choice every day 

to embrace God’s Truth and to live for Him, to, each morning, re-

dedicate ourselves to following Him, learning from Him, trying to be 

faithful to Him… No one is saying that this is easy, it doesn’t mean that 

we won’t face trials, that sometimes we won’t find the Christian life 

demanding or challenging – even very personally – but, as St. Peter 

says, where else are we going to go? There is nowhere else to go. We 

know as followers of Jesus that nothing else or no one else offers us the 

peace, the joy, the blessings and the hope that Jesus offers us, because 

He is Truth, He is Life.  

The easy option, for any of us, would be just to walk away like those 

earlier followers of the Lord… but the life-giving and more courageous 

option is to listen to God and to wrestle with His Truth, to enter into 

dialogue with the Lord, and to consciously engage in the struggle to 

come to a deeper personal understanding of what Jesus is actually 

asking of us – this is what a mature and adult faith is all about… it’s in 

this struggle that we find life, it’s in this daily effort of listening to the 
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Lord and committing ourselves to Him that we deepen our relationship 

with Jesus and that we will attain, through Him, eternal life. 


