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Homily for the 15th Sunday of the Year – B – 2018 

 

Three phrases, with one common theme, strike me in this Sunday’s 

Mass. They provide matter for our prayerful reflection and a call to 

action from both a personal perspective and as regards the life of our 

own parish… 

Firstly - “Go, prophesy to my people Israel”, secondly - “Jesus 

summoned the Twelve and began to send them out”, and thirdly – “Go 

and announce the Gospel of the Lord”. 

These quotations come, respectively, from the Prophet Amos, from 

St. Mark’s Gospel, and from the dismissal at the end of  Holy Mass. 

They evoke a truth central to the life of God’s Holy Church –  mission. 

Mission is characteristic of the Church of Jesus Christ, in fact it is a 

distinguishing mark, one of the marks by which we can determine 

where the true Church is to be found… The Church established by Jesus 

is: One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic. Apostolic in the sense that She 

is built on the faith of the Apostles, but also, significantly, Apostolic in 

the sense that She is ‘sent out’  - sent out into the world to hand-on the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ: the truth necessary for our salvation… 

One good thing that has been emphasised in recent Church teaching is 

the call to ownership of this apostolic mission on the part of all the 

faithful, a sense that the mission to evangelise is not the exclusive 

preserve of ecclesiastics – priests and religious, but the duty of all, a 

vocation given in Baptism to a prophetic task of drawing people to God 

either for the first time or calling them back again.  

Whatever our circumstances, the Church, echoing Our Lord’s own 

command, is asking all of Her members, lay and ordained,  to bring His 

truth to those around us with passion and genuine love.  

In light of this, the notion of an armchair Christian, a passive 

Christian is an absurdity, an oxymoron – a self-contradicting term – 

because to be Christian is, of its very essence, to be missionary, to be 
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apostolic, to be prophetic… This then begs the question and the 

accompanying soul-searching… am I doing that? … am I 

missionary?... Am I missionary in my outlook, in my Faith? Or do I 

hide my belief in Jesus Christ and keep it just for Sundays?...  

Now saying this doesn’t mean that we all have to stand on the street 

corners with placards, though there’s nothing wrong with that and it 

may appeal to some people, but St. Therese of Lisieux, for example, 

whose soul was filled with a missionary zeal for other souls was a 

contemplative Carmelite nun – and despite her secluded life she had a 

tremendous impact on the Church and has drawn many to God… It’s 

important, then, to remember that there are different ways of being 

missionary – out and about and visibly active or quiet and 

contemplative and unseen – we each need to find in which direction 

God is calling us to be missionary, understanding that this can change, 

even, throughout the course of our lives… 

I guarantee you, however, that this Church of Jesus Christ, this Holy 

Catholic Church, will only grow if each one of us takes this vocation 

from the Lord seriously. After all, one woman, one man, one priest, one 

nun, one Bishop, one Pope even, in isolation, can only do so much, but 

if we are all missionary in our outlook, united in trying to make Jesus 

known, with the various gifts, graces, and talents that God has given us 

for this task, then think what an impact that would have, think how the 

Church would blossom and bear fruit! … 

This is what God is asking of us… Go out into the world through prayer 

and actions, make Me known and loved, allow your brothers and sisters 

to experience My presence, My grace, My love, truth, healing and 

salvation… You are My ambassadors… 

You might say, quite understandably: But how? How do I do it? I’m 

not qualified, I’ve not studied theology, or the Catechism, or the Bible, 

I’m no good at speaking to people about God, I don’t know what to say 

or how to explain what I believe… I’ve not got the skills or the 

confidence… Or a thousand other reasons we might come up with… 

Well, yes, first of all try to deepen your understanding of the Faith, pray 
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with your Bible, study the Catechism, brush-up on the Church’s 

teaching, see all of this as a necessary part of being a good missionary 

Catholic, but there is something more to consider too… 

Before we dismiss ourselves, and say “this is not for me” or “I’m not 

up to this” let’s look again at the Gospel…  

What do we see there, what does Jesus say to the Apostles (who, as we 

know, were a little less than eminently qualified for such a task), what 

does Jesus say to them?...  

“…take nothing for the journey except a staff – no bread, no 

haversack, no coppers… do not take a spare tunic.”  

Jesus is encouraging them, and saying to them: Don’t rely upon the 

things that you would normally rely on: what you have materially, 

intellectually, physically, don’t rely on any thing, or on your self, rely 

instead on Me. 

And if you’ve any doubts about this, any doubts that God can use us, 

weak, imperfect and ill-equipped as we are,  just consider, for a 

moment, a few good examples of what God has already done and who 

He has used… Moses, for example, a spiritual giant, killed a man, 

struggled with a speech impediment, but then led God’s people to 

freedom, Isaiah complained he was a sinful man with unclean lips,  

unfit for the task, St. Peter, a simple fisherman, denied Jesus three 

times but was the Rock upon which He built His Church, St. Augustine 

led a wild and debauched life, had a son out of wedlock, found Jesus in 

His life, and ended up a Bishop, a Doctor of the Church, an outstanding 

Saint… look at St. Mary of Egypt who was a prostitute for over 

seventeen years before Jesus changed her life, or even Blessed 

Margaret of Castello who like many great Saints was severely 

physically disabled… for God, all of this human stuff, the mess we get 

ourselves into, the mistakes we make, the struggles we have, doesn’t 

stand in the way of Him using us powerfully to pass on His message, it 

doesn’t hinder Him at all… all He asks for is our repentance and our 

willingness, our openness, our co-operation with His grace. Rely on 



4 
 

Me, and Me alone, He says to us, and I will do great things with and 

through you.   

And this, indeed, is the heart of the matter… in the mission that God 

has given to each one of us of bringing the Gospel to the world, our 

greatest qualification for the task is our Faith in Him, our reliance 

upon Him, our openness and docility to His Holy Spirit - we already 

have His Holy Spirit living within us, Who empowers us, Who equips 

us, Who enables us to do exactly what God is asking of us. So forget 

about your own perceived inadequacy for the task in hand, and 

remember that the Holy Spirit is with us, in us, working through us, and 

that for God, nothing is impossible. 

We need to ask the Holy Spirit, then, for the power and zeal, for the 

love and enthusiasm, for the passion and the grace, to embrace our own 

individual missionary work which begins in our homes, in our parish, 

and in our community. Remember what we hear in Sacred Scripture:  

the guarantee that the Holy Spirit will help, that He has already given 

us, and will give us, all that we require, if we pray to Him and trust in 

Him: …the Holy Spirit will teach you at that very hour what must be 

said…, we read … I shall send upon you The Promise of my Father 

[the Holy Spirit]… [and] you shall be clothed in power from on 

high… It is God’s work,  and we can achieve it in God’s power 

through His Holy Spirit… 

… Come Holy Spirit, come Holy Spirit and pour yourself out upon us 

once more, renew now in us your gifts and graces, stir up in us the 

fire of your presence, descend upon us now, we pray, and equip us 

afresh with your power, that we might bring the Good News of Jesus 

Christ, Our Lord and Our Saviour, to all of our brothers and sisters. 

Amen.   

 


