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Homily for the 14th Sunday of the Year – B – 2018 

 

The last line, in this reading from St. Paul’s second letter to the 

Corinthians, is, admittedly, one of my most favourite lines in all of 

Sacred Scripture… For it is when I am weak that I am strong, St. Paul 

writes. 

The appeal that it has for me, is that it is so realistic first of all. From 

this great Apostle, Paul, comes the candid recognition of his own 

failings, a sentiment that I would own too in my life as a Christian.  

It is an admission of sinfulness – but not hopelessness. It is an 

admission of imperfection – but not a lack of essential goodness. It is, 

most clearly, an admission of total dependence on God… and that’s 

why it rings so true for me, that’s why it’s so beautiful… Because to 

acknowledge one’s weakness, one’s sinfulness before God, one’s 

inadequacy, is not about feeling rotten in oneself, but instead a matter, 

surprisingly, of rejoicing – rejoicing that despite my unworthiness, and 

all that is not what it should be in my life, God still loves me, God still 

desires to save me, God is still calling me to holiness. How great, then, 

is this God who loves me so much and hasn’t given-up on me? 

For it is when I am weak that I am strong… To make any progress in 

the spiritual life, any progress in our relationship with God, first of all 

we have to recognise our weakness, this is a precondition to us 

accepting His salvation – unless we see our need of a Saviour, how 

will be ever be able to accept the salvation He is offering us? When we 

know we are weak, we know just as well that we actually need Jesus, 

we need Him to save us. St. Paul says, does he not, that God answered 

his heartfelt prayer to overcome the thorn in his flesh, simply by saying 

to him: My grace is enough for you: my power is at best in weakness, 

that grace that power, comes to us, in all its fullness, in Jesus Christ. 

In case this sounds as if God doesn’t care about what’s right and wrong, 

or whether we try or not to follow the Gospel, this is not what is meant 

here at all… God is bothered about sin, there is no question that all sin 
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is an offence against God, and should be avoided, therefore, at all 

costs… Instead what we are talking about here is God’s attitude 

towards the sinner, towards that daughter or son of His who sometimes 

finds themselves either weakened by the sins they have committed, or 

by those committed against them, or, indeed, simply by the battering 

that life can sometimes give us. God has shown us, repeatedly, that all 

of this weakness, because of His love for us, can always be transformed 

by His power… and this, in fact, is the whole point… we could, if we 

were so minded, in the face of our weakness, try to justify ourselves 

and say that it doesn’t matter: this is just the way that I am, it’s never 

going to change… or, we could say: what’s the point?, and just lose 

all hope… But with faith, with a positive, faith-filled, Christian 

approach as we recognise our shortcomings, our weakness, we are also 

compelled – more importantly - to recognise God’s strength, to 

recognise the strength of God which comes to us with grace, mercy, 

love, and healing for those who step forward to receive it… In other 

words, when we acknowledge the true weakness that is ours and bring 

it to God, with trust, He will then, not condemn us for that weakness, 

but, in the most positive and life-giving of ways, start to pour His 

strength into our hearts and souls, and make us new in Christ.  

There are many Saints, and many people yet who have not been 

canonised – perhaps some of you here, even – who when they have felt 

at utter rock-bottom in their lives have suddenly experienced the 

overwhelming power and grace of God working in them, who have 

experienced the most marvellous conversions or healings or 

transformations in their lives… God, sometimes, can only get in to do 

anything with us at these moments of terrible weakness because, 

finally, we stop resisting Him, fighting against Him, and actually give 

in to Him and allow Him to do what needs to be done in our lives. 

Sometimes the moments of greatest weakness and crisis, are, 

paradoxically, the moments of the greatest grace… Now really this 

shouldn’t surprise us… Look at the crucifix and see the utter depths of 

human misery presented to us there, and then think of what great grace, 

what new life, what hope, came from that darkest of moments when 
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Christ was absolutely weak and helpless in his humanity nailed there 

to the Cross. 

In weakness and abandonment, you see, we have nothing of ourselves 

to rely upon – that’s the reality… indeed either through sickness or 

death or the tragedies that can happen to us in life, this weakness is a 

reality that we will all have to face at some point – but how consoling 

to know for certain that God is always here for us, that He never lets us 

down, never abandons us, never loses hope in us, never ceases to love 

us, even though all else that we might try to rely on will fail… We can 

be certain that He will be here for us, always… And this is our 

strength, this is the strength that St. Paul is encouraging us to embrace 

passionately – the strength of knowing that all I need to do is bring my 

fragility to Jesus and that He will raise me up by His power, that it has 

nothing at all to do with my power, my strength, but it is all to do 

with Him, relying on Jesus, trusting in Jesus, bringing my weakness 

to Jesus, and working with Him as He works in me. Then, like St. Paul, 

we too might be able one day to say, from the heart: “So I shall be very 

happy to make my weaknesses my special boast… so that the power 

of Christ may stay over me” … in our weakness we will see that truly 

Jesus is inviting us to rely on Him and draw closer to Him. How could 

we not rejoice at such an invitation?  


