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Homily for Pentecost Sunday 2018 

 

God the Holy Spirit acts in us, and in the world around us, with a 

dynamism and a power that has no parallel. Greater and more awesome 

than any created power, we recognise in Him, as we declare in the 

Creed: “the Lord, [and] the Giver of Life”… Who, hovering over the 

void at the dawn of Creation, brings all things into being, creating 

beauty and order, breathing His divine breath into the lifeless Adam 

sculpted from the dust of the earth… forming our souls, in order that 

we, His daughters and His sons, might be capable of sharing in His life, 

the life of Grace – in order that we might have a vibrant, personal and 

meaningful relationship with the One who made us… Time and time 

again, wherever we hear of the Holy Spirit, we see power beyond 

human comprehension, radical transformation, renewal and restoration, 

we see the creative God at work – death transformed into life, darkness 

transformed into light. He is like a mighty wind, a raging fire, all-

consuming, glorious and unstoppable in His life and His energy. 

We know that when the very first disciples received the Holy Spirit into 

their lives they were almost unrecognisable as a consequence. It wasn’t 

that they weren’t themselves anymore, no, if anything, they were more 

of themselves, more of whom God had created them to be. Their lives 

suddenly had new purpose, greater clarity, more definition. Their eyes 

and their hearts were opened in a way that they had never been before, 

to understand the love of God and the presence of God. Their 

relationship with God entered into a new reality, where it just all 

seemed so more alive. They were so overwhelmed by this experience, 

so overwhelmed by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in their 

lives, that on Pentecost Day, many thought they were inebriated with 

new wine... Indeed they were inebriated, but with the joy and the love 

and the power of the Holy Spirit, inebriated with the awesome reality 

of God Who was now alive in their souls. All fear had gone, all lack of 

courage dissipated, and with this same Holy Spirit alive in them they 

went out into the world to conquer it for Christ. 
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This same Holy Spirit lives in us too. We received Him both in Baptism 

and Confirmation – He dwells in our souls, is within us, as our life, our 

new life. And yet, sometimes, we might not recognise that… When we 

look at ourselves, our struggles, our burdens, we might question: 

“What happened to this transformative power of the Holy Spirit?”, 

“What have I known”, we might say, “of this radical, life-changing 

gift of God’s presence in my soul?”. 

Well, whilst the Holy Spirit is most surely active in the lives of each 

one of us, sometimes we have allowed His Presence to lie almost 

dormant in our lives… He is there, but we don’t really surrender to Him 

and allow Him to take hold of us in the way He wants to…  

I remember once hearing another priest speak about this… He used the 

analogy of milkshake to help illustrate his point. He said, that we are 

oftentimes, similar to a glass of milk which has had a milkshake syrup 

poured into it. The thick, heavy, sugary syrup when poured into the 

glass tends to settle at the bottom. The bottom of the glass will look a 

chocolate or strawberry colour, but the rest of the glass still looks pretty 

much like it always did – white and milky. This is how he described 

many people after their Baptism and Confirmation – that despite having 

the Holy Spirit in our lives often little changes, there is a bit of a change, 

like that part at the bottom of the glass of milk, but not a total change, 

not a total transformation… For that to take place, for there to be a 

transformation there needs to be some stirring… for the whole glass of 

milk to turn that chocolately brown or pink strawberry colour, someone 

needs to take a spoon and mix it all in, mix it through thoroughly. As 

regards our life in the Holy Spirit this implies a few things. It means 

that it’s necessary for us to ask the Holy Spirit, through prayer, to fan 

the flame of His presence into a consuming fire in our lives. It means 

that we have to ask Him to take hold of us, and that we have to be 

willing to surrender to Him. He can’t be everywhere in our lives, in 

every aspect of who we are, if we won’t let Him in. It means we have 

to trust in Him, have confidence in Him, and it means to that we have 

to operate in His power, step out in Faith, and believe in Him. We know 

that the Holy Spirit offers an abundance of gifts and fruits, and we 



3 
 

should use them, we should cherish them, we should be active in 

employing them, because the more that we live and move in the power 

of the Holy Spirit the greater those gifts will become and the more 

abundant will be the spiritual fruit. 

Think how these totally inadequate first disciples of Our Lord were 

transformed – they were gifted with the power of tongues to speak and 

preach Jesus Christ to men and women of different nationalities, they 

were emboldened to stand before the authorities of their day and give 

witness to the Lord, they were even unafraid in the face of death, 

unafraid to witness to the love and power of God. 

The Holy Spirit in you and in me, is the same Holy Spirit, capable of 

achieving the same things in us - and more – as it did in the earliest 

disciples: the healings, the miracles, the signs and the wonders – it 

doesn’t depend upon us, it’s not our power or our ability that can do 

these things, but with faith, with trust, with surrender to the Holy Spirit, 

He will do these things in and through us – we should have no fear. 

Let’s pray, now, that we will surrender to the Holy Spirit as on that Day 

of Pentecost, and that our lives will be transformed by Him, let’s invite 

Him once again to reign in our lives… 

Holy Spirit, loving God, come to us now, descend upon us now, enter 

into our hearts and our souls now, as you did on that first Pentecost 

Day… Come, Holy Spirit… Fill us with your power, with your grace 

and your life… renew each one here, restore us, heal us and 

transform us. Stir up within each soul here before You the gifts and 

the graces that you have already given in Baptism and Confirmation. 

Fan the flame of your presence in our souls into a raging fire – the 

fire of love to serve You, our Lord and our God… Give us your life, 

the new life, the life of Divine Grace in abundance, and help us, 

despite our fears, our anxieties, and our weakness, to surrender 

everything to You in faith and in trust… Holy Spirit fill us afresh, 

breathe into us again, and make us Your very own… We ask this in 

the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen. 


