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The Big Picture - Lenten & Pentecost Parish                     

Biblical Reflection Course 

On the Mondays of Lent we are holding a new course    delving into 

the Sacred Scriptures and how they touch our lives. After the success 
of last year’s “The Gift” and following a similar format, we will hold 
sessions in St. James’ church hall for six weeks of Lent looking at the 
place of the Sacred Scriptures in our lives. The course,    produced by 
the same people who brought us “The Gift” will require each           

participant having a course book and DVD (an offering of £10.00 per person is suggested for these, for the 
entire twelve week course covering Lent and Pentecost, though this should not prevent anyone              
participating who would like to. It is more important that people come along, even if they cannot afford 
£10.00 for the course materials), each participant will also have access through the course to online       

materials. An uplifting,   informative, and encouraging opportunity is presented to us through “The Big 
Picture”, an opportunity to deepen our faith, gain wisdom in regard to the Scriptures, and come together 
as a parish community. I know that last year, one thing that people found very positive was the              
opportunity to share faith in a more informal setting. The atmosphere will indeed be relaxed, informal, 
and yet prayerful. The sessions will begin on a Monday evening at 7.30p.m. (after Holy Mass) and end 
around 9.00p.m. If you’re looking for something positive to do during Lent, in addition to those Lenten   
penances, “The Big Picture” would   provide the perfect opportunity. I look forward to seeing you at the 
meetings and am sure that you will benefit greatly from the sessions provided. For further information 

you can always take a look at the website that accompanies the course: www.thebigpicturecourse.org  

Do come along and see for yourselves. All are very welcome! Hope to see you there, Fr. Martin 

Veils over sacred images keep our minds on the 
promise of Easter 

It seems strange that during the most sacred time of year we 
cover everything that is beautiful in our churches, even the   
crucifix. Shouldn’t we be looking at the painful scene at Calvary 
while we listen to the Passion narrative on Palm Sunday? While 
it may appear counterintuitive to veil statues and images during 
the final weeks of Lent, the Church recommends this practice to 
heighten our senses and build within us a longing for Easter 
Sunday. It is a tradition that should not only be carried out in 
our local parish, but can also be a fruitful activity for the 

“domestic church” to practice. The rubrics can guide us. In the Roman Missal we find the instruction, “In 
the Dioceses of the United States, the practice of covering crosses and images throughout the church 
from [the fifth] Sunday [of Lent] may be observed. Crosses remain covered until the end of the              
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, but images remain covered until the beginning of the 
Easter Vigil.” This is the current practice of the Church, but veiling from the Fifth Sunday of Lent onward 
is miniscule compared to what was once practiced. For example, in Germany there was a tradition to veil 
the altar from view throughout all of Lent. Families are also encouraged to imitate this practice and veil 
prominent religious images in their homes. It helps us to participate in the liturgical season, especially if 
we are prevented from going to Mass during the week. Otherwise we only see the veiled images in church 
once or twice before Easter and it has a minor effect on us. It is also a beautiful tradition to pass down to 
our children, who will be intrigued by it and it will make this time of year truly special for them. We go 
through great lengths to decorate our homes for Easter, so why not prepare for the great feast by using 
veils? But why go through such lengths to cover up images that are designed to raise our hearts and 
minds toward heaven? First of all, we use veils to alert us of the special time that we are in. When we walk 
into church and notice everything is covered, we immediately know that something is different. These last 
two weeks of Lent are meant to be a time of immediate preparation for the Sacred Triduum and these 
veils are a forceful reminder to get ready. Secondly, the veils focus our attention on the words being said 
at Mass. When we listen to the Passion narrative, our senses are allowed to focus on the striking words 
from the Gospel and truly enter into the scene. Third, the Church uses veils to produce a heightened 
sense of anticipation for Easter Sunday. This is further actualized when you attend daily Mass and see the 
veils each day. You don’t want them to be there because they are hiding some very beautiful images. And 
therein lies the whole point: the veils are not meant to be there forever. The images need to be unveiled; it 
is unnatural for them to be covered. The unveiling before the Easter Vigil is a great reminder of our own 
life on earth. We live in a “veiled” world, in exile from our true home. It is only through our own death 
that the veil is lifted and we are finally able to see the beauty of everything in our lives. 
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St. James’, Kinross &  
St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty 

In the Catholic Diocese of Dunkeld 

Scottish Charity Number: SC001810 

Parish Priest: Fr. Martin Pletts 

Postal Address for both churches: 5 High Street, Kinross, KY13 8AW 

St. Matthew’s Address: 4 Back Dykes, Auchtermuchty, KY14 7AB 

E-Mail: Fr.MartinPletts@gmail.com 

Landline: 01577 863329 

Mobile: 07540534480 

Parish Website: https://catholickinross.com 

Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/parishpriestkinross/ 

Diocese of Dunkeld Website: www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk 

Last Week’s Collection: 

St. James’ 11/03/18 - £520.80 

St. Matthew’s 11/03/18 - £82.16 

These figures do not include standing orders, only the collection taken up on Saturday/Sunday. Many thanks, as always, for 
your generosity. If you are a tax payer please consider signing-up for Gift Aid. For every £1.00 donated in the Gift Aid scheme 

the church can claim back an extra 25p. 

Mass attendance (11/03/18): 

St. James’ Vigil Mass: 46 

St. James’ 9.30a.m. Mass: 79 

St. Matthew’s 11.30a.m. Mass: 24 

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions: St. James’ - Nellie Sherry Anniversary. St. Matthew’s - Parishioners’ Intentions 

Sunday 18th March, 2018 

Fifth Sunday of Lent - Year B. 

Divine Office - Volume II, week I with proper of the season 
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2 Times of Holy Mass & Confessions etc. 
St. James’ Kinross (KY13 8AW) 

 

Mon. 19th March  Solemnity of St. Joseph     Stations of the Cross at 9.30a.m. 

            Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

            Confessions after Mass 

Baptism of baby Giulia Vani - 12 noon 

Meeting of the Finance Committee - 6.00-7.00p.m. in the church hall 

            The Big Picture - 7.30 - 9.00p.m. 

Tues. 20th March  5th week of Lent      Stations of the Cross at 9.30a.m. 

            Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

            Confessions after Mass 

Wed. 21st March  5th week of Lent      Stations of the Cross at 8.30a.m. 

            Holy Mass at 9.00a.m. 

            Confessions after Mass 

            Tea/Coffee after Mass, in the hall 

Meeting of the Council of Priests, Dundee - 12 noon 

Thurs. 22nd March 5th week of Lent      Holy Mass at 7.00a.m. 

            Stations of the Cross at 9.30a.m. 

            Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

            Confessions after Mass 

Parish Pastoral Council in St. James’, Kinross, beginning with Adoration at 7.00p.m. 

Fri. 23rd March  5th week of Lent       

Interviews at Kilgraston School for the role of Lay-Chaplain from 8.30a.m. till late afternoon. 

            Divine Mercy at 3.00p.m. 

            Stations of the Cross at 6.30p.m. 

            Holy Mass at 7.00p.m. 

            Confessions after Mass 

Sat. 24th March  5th week of Lent 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions - 8.00 - 9.00a.m. 

Mass supply & Confessions in Ss. John & Columba Rosyth - 10.00a.m. 

            Confessions 6.30-6.50p.m. 

            Vigil Mass at 7.00p.m. 

Sun. 25th March  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - B Holy Mass at 9.30a.m.   
  

St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty (KY14 7AB) 

 

Wed. 21st March  5th week of Lent      Confessions 6.30-6.50p.m. 

            Holy Mass at 7.00p.m. 

            Novena to Our Lady after Mass 

Sun. 25th March  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - B Holy Mass at 11.30a.m. 

            Confessions after Mass 

Kilgraston School, Bridge of Earn (PH2 9BQ) 

 

Sun. 25th March  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  ***Holy Mass at 5.00p.m.*** 

            Confessions after Mass 
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A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 31,31-34 

I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and never call their sin to 
mind. 

 

Psalm 50,3-4.12-15.R/.v.12 

Response: A pure heart create for me, O God. 

 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Hebrews 5,7-9 

He learnt to obey; he became for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation. 

 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

If a man serves me, says the Lord, he must follow me, wherever I am, my servant will be there too. 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 12:20-33 

If a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies, it yields a rich harvest. 

This Sunday’s Readings from the Sacred Scriptures: 

Please remember in your prayers:  

The sick and housebound, especially: Caitlin Purnell, Joanne McAtear, Alan Borer, Michael Doherty, Colin 
Heather, Betty Paige, Mary O’Connor, Evie Pritchard, John Namyslo, John McNeely, Thomas MacPherson,  
Electra Dallas,  Mary Hamill, Matthew Edgson, Naomi & Andrew Carter, Jeanine Candy, Robert & Sylvia Peck, 
Denis Donovan, Neil, Patricia McKee, Sonny McAvoy, Ian Hazlett, Margaret Burns, Stephen, Thomas Adamson, 
Bill Kerr, Agnes Kenny, Fr. Andrew Clark, Cardinal Keith Patrick O’Brien, Fr. Jim McCruden, Mgr. Ken 
McBride. May God grant them His healing and strength. We also remember in our prayers our beloved dead, 
especially those who have died recently:  Martin Elliot, Margaret Hughes, Margaret Seymour, Assunta Panetta, 
Katherine Marshall, Sam Morrison, Baby Robyn, Mary Hintze, Aminta Aubey, Netta Pawlak, Margaret Brown 
(sister of Fr. Michael Brown), Ann Lauraites, Joseph  Gallagher, Peter Tongeri, Mrs. Gala, Dion Southee,       
Elizabeth Coll, Margaret Tobin,  Bea McNaughton, Betty Reid, Roy Henshaw, Patricia   Flattery, and those 
whose anniversaries occur around this time: Nellie Sherry, Reme Rosales, Dave Bertlett, Peter Smith, Nell  
Scully, Joan Boyle, Natalie Lauren Oliphant, Mary & Manus Boyle, Thomas Garrett, Sadie & Jim Duffy,       
Margaret Farmer, Mary Sweeney, Douglas Hill, Michael Burrowes, Jean Quinn, Filomena Zolla, John Quinn, 
Patrick Hampsey, Catherine Sherry, Rhoda Reilly, Roberta Caine. We pray, too, for all the Holy Souls in       
Purgatory. May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Some dates for your diary: 

Sunday 25th March is Palm Sunday. 

Monday 26th March St. James’ will host the Stations of the Cross in the evening for KCT. 

Wednesday 28th March marks the celebration of the Mass of Chrism in St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Dundee, at 
7.00p.m. 

Thursday 29th March The Mass of the Lord’s Supper (followed by a vigil of prayer and concluding with 
Night Prayer) will be celebrated in the evening at St. Matthew’s in Auchtermuchty - time to be confirmed. 

Friday 30th March is Good Friday and a day of fasting and abstinence The Passion of the Lord will be    
celebrated at 3.00p.m. in St. James’, Kinross, and there will be an evening service in St. Matthew’s,       
Auchtermuchty, for those unable to attend in the afternoon, the time of this service will be confirmed   
later. 

Saturday 31st March The Easter Vigil Mass will be celebrated in St. James’, Kinross - time to be confirmed. 

Come & join us for the Big Picture - Mondays of Lent: 7.30-9.00p.m. 

Many thanks to the family of the late Martin Elliot, at their request monies collected at his funeral Mass 
(£450.00 in total) will purchase item(s) for liturgical use in St. James’ Church, in Martin’s memory.       

May he rest in peace. Amen.  


