
 

I hope that we will have our first SVP meeting in St. James’ on Thursday 15th March at 7.00p.m., this will 
help us to finally get the ball rolling. We might consider, on this evening, appointing temporary office 
bearers, with the aim of having an election in the near future to appoint office bearers for a set term. If 
you said you’d like to be a member please make an effort to attend this meeting. God bless! 

The Fair Trade Stall will be in St. James’ church hall after all Masses this weekend 
- do pop in and treat yourselves to something nice, whilst supporting others! 

St. James’ 100 Club Draw - February 2018 

Last month’s winners are as follows: £10 -  51 Tony Whitehead, 62 Wilma Carragher,  21 Cath 
Shackleton, 79 John Dodds, and £50 - 22 Margo Dodds. Congratulations to all of the winners 
and thank you for your support of the parish.  

World Day of Prayer 

Thank you to those who put in so much effort to prepare for the World Day of Prayer last Friday,       
unfortunately services in both Auchtermuchty and in Kinross had to be cancelled because of the        
inclement weather. At the moment I’m not sure if we will plan to hold the services when the weather 
picks up, or whether we will simply have to wait until next year. Thank you, anyway, to all involved! 

Parish Council, Finance Committee and Fabric Committee 

I am very grateful to all those who, up to this point, have helped me through 
their diligent work in the Parish Pastoral Council, Parish Finance Committee 
and Fabric Committee, and would like to thank them for their commitment 

to the life of the Parish. The structures which were established when I first arrived in St. James’, by Fr. 
Mike Freyne, I now feel need to be adjusted to suit the current needs and the fact that for over the past 
year I have been Parish Priest. Given that two members have indicated a desire to step down from these 
groups I feel that it is an appropriate time to reconfigure the said groups, so that they continue to be of 
assistance to me in the present circumstances. I have been quite happy to allow the groups to   continue 
as they had been up until this point and have felt the positive benefit of consultation with the groups - so 
again, I repeat my thanks. After much prayer and reflection, I have decided to make the Parish Pastoral 
Council less formal in its constitution, and intend that after our next meeting the Parish Pastoral    
Council will be replaced by general parish meetings when they are deemed to be necessary, and all   
parishioners would be encouraged to attend such meetings. I would also hope to continue, as I have in 
the past, to consult with all parishioners over matters of great import (e.g. changes of Mass times, etc.) 
as I feel this kind of consultation is actually more fair and more representative.  This means that the 
current Parish Pastoral Council will cease to be from the time of the next meeting - this is normal    
practice anyway whenever a new Parish Priest is appointed. As regards the Finance Committee, this will 
also be reconfigured. The Finance Committee is the only body required by Canon Law, and again, as a 
consultative group, should be formed according to the needs of the Parish Priest and with the aim of 
assisting the Parish Priest in his decision making. I am extremely grateful for the help already received 
from this group, and we find ourselves in a comparatively healthy financial situation thanks to such  
assistance - long may this continue! At our next meeting I will speak to the existing members of this 
committee to explain how I intend to reshape the group. I am also aware that these changes will provide 
opportunity for a greater breadth of involvement of parishioners, which is always a good thing. The  
Fabric Committee, because of its nature, will no longer have formal meetings, but I will continue to 
have regular consultations with those who are involved in the practical maintenance of the parish and 
its buildings - I have already asked two more parishioners who have specific practical competencies to 
become involved with this. Any matters of particular import arising from any meetings or consultations 
I would feed back to the parishioners normally through the means of this newsletter or a general parish 
meeting. Thank you, again, to all involved. God bless, Fr. Martin 
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 Thank you again to Fran Lawson who so kindly came along 
to speak to us last week about the wonderful work that 
Mary’s Meals does in providing food for school age children 
and encouraging them to benefit from an education. As 
Fran reminded us, it costs only £13.90 to feed a child for a 
whole school year - something quite astonishing. She    
quoted to us, as you will remember, that a child in poverty 
can be fed for 7 pence per day. I personally found her talk 
to us very moving and powerful and hope that you will  
support Mary’s Meals ever way you can, especially during 
this season of Lent. The Mary’s Meals team will join us 
again at all Masses on Sunday 18th March, and I would ask 
you kindly to bring in your bags of textiles to be collect   
after Mass on that weekend. Thank you for supporting this    
wonderful cause and God bless you for your generosity! 

Mary’s Meals’ collection boxes are still 

available at the back of the church. 

Please remember that if you know of anyone who is sick or housebound it is important to inform 
the priest. If you are going into hospital please also let the priest know. This way we can make 
sure you are able to receive the Sacraments and in particular the Sacrament of the Sick if it is  
required. If you’re also aware of any ‘lapsed’ Catholics who might also appreciate a visit please 
inform Fr. Martin. 

Peregrinatio Pro Christo 

Each year, at their own expense, and in their own holiday time, 
members of the Legion of Mary worldwide engage in what is 
called the Peregrinatio Pro Christo, where they commit        
themselves to missionary work, the work of evangelising in a 
community to which they have been invited by the respective 
Parish Priest. Their purpose is to spread the Good News and     
encourage those who have faith, as well as strengthening and 
calling back to the practice of their faith those who have lapsed 
for one reason or another. In several other parishes in which I 
have been the Legion of Mary has been invited to do this work 
and it has proved very fruitful. With this in mind I have requested 
that a team visit Kinross and Auchtermuchty this July.  

The team will visit all homes (as best they can) in the respective 
areas and work from early morning to later evening, knocking on 
doors, making contacts, and sharing their faith with those they 
encounter. This is usually a very positive and beneficial week for 
the parish. Volunteers would be asked to accommodate the      
visitors to the parish (probably 14 in total) and to provide for 
them a simple breakfast. The visitors are all police checked and 
approved through the Legion of Mary itself and would be         

expected to cover their costs, giving a donation per person of around £60.00 to each family they 
stay with for their week’s board and lodging (this is compulsory for them to do this). The team 
we hope to have come to us will be made up of members of the Legion of Mary from Ireland and 
England.  I am willing to accommodate two people in St. James’ Presbytery and would kindly ask 
for volunteers to take members into their homes for the week. We may also need help to provide 
lunches each day in the hall when the visitors come back from their morning apostolic work, so 
volunteers would be required for this too. The Legion tries to ensure that the Peregrinatio incurs 
little or no cost to the Parish itself. If you are interested in helping in any way please speak to me 
about it, and in due course I will put a notice at the back of the church for people to sign-up and 
say how they would like to help. Usually at the end of the week of Peregrinatio we would have a 
parish social in the hall, inviting to that the people with whom contacts have been made. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for our church communities and a chance for us to continue to grow in 
faith and fellowship. What seems to be key to the success of any Peregrinatio is a concerted    
spiritual preparation before hand: Holy Hours for its success, prayers, rosaries, time asking God 
to bless the work that is about to take place. I hope we will do just this and great fruit will come 
from the Peregrinatio. The dates for the Peregrinatio are Saturday 21st to Saturday 28th July. 
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