
4 

***Parish Advent Mission*** 

A Special Welcome to the Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal 

The hope of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal in their parish 
missions is to offer to all an opportunity for a renewed encounter 
with Jesus Christ.  Each of the four nights of the mission has its 

own theme, offering an opportunity to discover more deeply the life and mission of Jesus Christ and how 
that impacts my daily life.  

The mission will offer opportunities to hear talks on the themes of God’s love, God’s healing, God’s       
forgiveness and the mission that has been entrusted to all of us. There will also be opportunities to        
experience God’s never ending mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Prayers for healing will be      
offered for anyone who is in need.  

The Friars great hope is to share with the Parish the great things the Lord has done and continues to do so 
that the joy of the Gospel may be renewed in each of us. 

We look forward to welcoming the Friars in our Parish (Fr. Isaac—pictured on the left, and Brother Joshua 
- on the right) this  weekend: the 2nd and 3rd of December, the 1st Sunday of Advent. Please keep the   
evenings of this forthcoming week free so that you can come along for our Mission talks and times for 
prayer as part of our Advent preparations for Christmas. 

The talks will take place in the evening at 7.00p.m. in St. James’, beginning with Holy Mass and time for 
prayer, reflection and praise. Fr. Isaac joins us from Belfast, though is originally from America, and Br. 
Joshua joins us from the community in Bradford but his family home is in Dundee. Please make both of 
them very welcome in our two churches. 

Something extra for Advent - prayer, charity, spiritual        

preparation 

We now embark upon the season of Advent, which is very short this 
year. As Catholics, it’s very important that we hold onto the importance 
of this season. Already in the shops Christmas style music is being 

played, before even we have had a chance to prepare by entering into Advent. Of course, secular 
society has lost the meaning of Christmas altogether, many will sadly find themselves partying 
without any reference to the One whose birthday gives true meaning to all of these celebrations. 
In order that we might not lose sight of the gift we are about to receive in Jesus, our Saviour, we 
would do well not only to prepare ourselves properly by getting our spiritual house into order - 

going to Confession, making a more concerted effort to pray with  
devotion every day, and so on, but we should think too of what gifts 
of love we can offer to others in commemoration of the greatest of 
all gifts of love - Emmanuel. God-with-us.  

I would like to suggest that this year we focus on helping the poor 
and needy in our locality, and support our local food bank which   
assists so many in our area. Who would think that in our days of so-called social 
advancement there would still be people struggling in our society to feed       

themselves?  - and yet this is a reality throughout the world, even in our own country! 

A simple proposal that I would like to make, is that every week, especially over the next few 
weeks (and I hope that this is something that will continue even beyond Advent and become a 
habit for us), each person bring in a tin or a packet of non-perishable food to Mass every Sunday 
that can then be handed-on to Broke-not-Broken. We have over 100 people attending in  Kinross 
and over 20 people in Auchtermuchty, if each person could bring in a little something every 
week this could make a huge difference to families and individuals in need. So please think about 
it, and then let’s act on it! This is one way of showing our gratitude for the great 
gift of Jesus, by sharing some genuine love and concern, by making a positive           
difference. It’s a little sacrifice which might have a big impact in someone’s life. 
Boxes will be at the back of the church, please continue to leave your generous   

donations there. A tin a week could make a big difference! God 
bless! Suggestions: tinned meat, vegetables, puddings, baked beans, 
spaghetti, tomatoes, rice, noodles, sauces, pickles, hot dogs, biscuits, 
tinned pies and meat puddings, Christmas puddings, tinned rice, 
custard, tinned soup, tea, coffee, sugar, even toiletries, etc.  
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St. James’, Kinross &  
St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty 

In the Catholic Diocese of Dunkeld 

Scottish Charity Number: SC001810 

Parish Priest: Fr. Martin Pletts 

Postal Address for both churches: 5 High Street, Kinross, KY13 8AW 

St. Matthew’s Address: 4 Back Dykes, Auchtermuchty, KY14 7AB 

E-Mail: Fr.MartinPletts@gmail.com 

Landline: 01577 863329 

Mobile: 07540534480 

Parish Website: https://catholickinross.com 

Parish Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/parishpriestkinross/ 

Diocese of Dunkeld Website: www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk 

Last Week’s Collections: 

St. James’ (26/11/17) - £ 647.43 

St. Matthew’s (26/11/17) - £ 61.60 (+ £88.00 Smarties’ Tubes) 

We recently received over £3,600.00 in our last Gift Aid claim—thank you! 

These figures do not include standing orders, only the collection taken up on 
Saturday/Sunday. Many thanks, as always, for your generosity. If you are a tax payer please consider signing-up for Gift Aid. 

For every £1.00 donated in the Gift Aid scheme the church can claim back an extra 25p. 

Last Week’s Mass Attendance: 

St. James’ 7.00 p.m. Vigil Mass: 29 

St. James’ 9.30a.m. Mass: 78 

St. Matthew’s 11.30a.m. Mass: 32 

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions: St. James’ - Parishioners’ Intentions. St. Matthew’s - Thomas MacPherson’s Intentions 

 

2nd Collection this         
weekend - Poor Mission Fund 

- to assist struggling parishes 
in the Diocese. 



2 Times of Holy Mass & Confessions etc. 
***Please be aware of the changes to the usual timetable*** 

St. James’ Kinross (KY13 8AW) 

 

Mon. 4th Dec.  In the 1st week of Advent    Holy Mass at 7.00p.m. 

    Parish Mission - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & talk on God the      
    Father and experiencing His love, afterwards an opportunity for prayer   
    ministry, ending around 8.30 p.m.   

Tues. 5th Dec.  In the 1st week of Advent    Holy Mass at 7.00p.m. 

    Parish Mission - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & talk on God the Son 
    and receiving mercy from Him. Continuation of Adoration and opportunity 
    for Confession, ending when Confessions have finished. 

Wed. 6th Dec.  In the 1st week of Advent    Holy Mass at 7.00p.m. 

    Parish Mission - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & talk on the Holy  
    Spirit and receiving God’s healing, followed by a Eucharistic healing        
    procession, ending around 8.30-9.00p.m. 

Thurs. 7th Dec.  Mem. of St. Ambrose     Holy Mass at 7.00p.m. 

    Parish Mission - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & talk on Our Lady.  
    Followed by a social evening in the church hall and an opportunity to meet 
    and thank Fr. Isaac and Br. Joshua. 

Fri. 8th Dec.  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Morning Prayer 8.30 a.m. 

    of the Blessed Virgin Mary.   ***Holy Mass at 9.00a.m.*** 

Sat. 9th Dec.  2nd Sunday of Advent - Yr. B.   Confessions 6.30-6.50p.m. 

            Vigil Mass at 7.00p.m. 

Sun. 10th Dec.  2nd Sunday of Advent - Yr. B   Holy Mass at 9.30a.m 

 

St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty (KY14 7AB) 

 

Wed. 6th Dec.   See Advent Mission in St. James’  Holy Mass in St. James’ at   
            7.00p.m. 

Sun. 10th Dec.  2nd Sunday of Advent - Yr. B   Holy Mass at 11.30a.m. 

            Confessions after Holy Mass 

             

    Kilgraston School, Bridge of Earn (PH2 9BQ) 

 

Sun. 10th Dec.   2nd Sunday of Advent - Yr. B.   Holy Mass at 5.15p.m. 

Thank you to all who attended the meeting for the SSVP on Tuesday night. There were 
over 20 people there for the meeting which proved to be very fruitful. Those who are   

interested who haven’t yet returned their membership application forms should do so as 
soon as possible. They can be left in the sacristy or posted through the front door of the 

presbytery too. I think we all identified a need to have a group such as the SSVP to help us to   

focus on the corporal works of mercy - as we heard in last week’s Gospel from St. Matthew. So 
God bless you for your generosity and enthusiasm, and I look forward to the SSVP being properly   
established between St. Matthew’s and St. James’ churches in the very near future. Fr. Martin 

May you all have a blessed & spiritually fruitful season of Advent! 
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A reading from the prophet Isaiah 63:16-17;64:1.3-8 

Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down. 

 

Psalm 79:2-3.15-16.18-19.R/.v.4 

Response: God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 1:3-9 

We are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 

and give us your saving help. 

Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 13:33-37 

Stay awake, because you do not know when the master of the house is coming. 

This Sunday’s Readings from the Sacred Scriptures: 

Please remember in your prayers:  

The sick and housebound, especially: Mary O’Connor, Evie Pritchard, John Namyslo, John McNeely, Thomas 
MacPherson, Margaret Seymour, Electra Dallas, Mary Hamill, Matthew Edgson, Naomi & Andrew Carter, 
Jeanine Candy, Robert & Sylvia Peck, Denis Donovan, Neil, Patricia McKee, Sonny McAvoy, Ian Hazlett,      
Margaret Burns, Ann Lauraites, Stephen, Thomas Adamson, Bill Kerr, and Agnes Kenny. May God grant them 
His healing and strength. We also remember in our prayers our beloved dead, especially those who have died 
recently: Patricia Flattery, Errol Blackadder, Pai Chan, Jim Campbell, Keith Price, Godfrey Spiteri, John   
O’Donnell, Angela Mellon, Dom Adrian Walker O.S.B., Lorna Jones, Jim Scullion, Paddy O’Sullivan, John 
McGhee, Gladys Anderson, Elizabeth Walker, Alan Thomas, Walter Sharrocks, Ranald Bain, Rev. Ian Gordon, 
Lucy Hoodles, Robert Meechan, and those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Sean McCaffrey,       
Michael & Dorothy Rush, Gordon & Grace Williams, John D. Brady, Michael Scully, Kathleen Ward, Bridget 
Garrett, James Ward, Catherine Kenny, Patrick Hampsey (jnr.), Ernest Gowland, Bernard Sherry, Isobel Easton 
(Sherry), James Easton, Richard Scott, and Andrew Carragher. We pray, too, for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

The Destructive Nature of Gossip 

It’s alleged that one of the Saints, to whom a lady confessed the sin of gossip - and it 
is a sin - told her, as her penance, to take a  feather pillow, cut it open, scatter the 
feathers, and then pick them all up. This, her saintly confessor told her, was how   
difficult it was to repair the damage done through gossip once it had been spread. A  
sobering thought! For a parish, gossip is like a spiritual cancer that eats away at the 
fabric and purpose of our family of Faith, it is destructive, and harmful not only to 
those who spread it and listen to it, but to the parish community as a whole. It may be 
a comment here, a remark there, a criticism or a jibe, talking behind another’s back, 
or speaking negatively and stirring up tensions and resentments. If we engage in this 
kind of behaviour God is calling us to repent and repair 
the damage done. If we have a problem with a  fellow 

parishioner or with the priest we should have a mature and charitable conversation 
with the person involved and not be speaking to a third, fourth, or fifth party. Usually, 
only the person concerned can actually make a difference if there is a real issue.  
Sometimes we will disagree with each other, we will have differences of opinion, but 
all that said we should, as Christians, be able to deal with each other in an attitude of 
genuine love. So let’s put any gossiping to rest, once and for all, wherever it may be - in 
the parish or outside, as it’s not from God. Gossip usually has a way of coming back to 
the person concerned anyway, so miss out the middle man, be charitable, speak to the 
person concerned, and let’s work together in mutual love, to support and encourage! 
True charity towards our neighbour is our vocation! God bless you! 


