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Feast of St. Blaise and the tradition of the blessing of throats - Friday 3rd February 

St Blaise was a native of the city of Sebaste, in Armenia, and in his younger 
days applied himself to the study of philosophy, in which he made             
considerable progress; he afterwards studied medicine with great success. 
Upon the death of the local bishop, his fellow citizens unanimously elected 
him their pastor, by reason of his extraordinary virtues and great learning. 
About the year 315, Agricolaus, governor of Cappadocia and the lesser     
Armenia, had been sent, by the Emperor Licinius, to Sebaste, to put to death 
the Christians of that city. Immediately upon his arrival, he commenced to 
put his bloody commission into execution by commanding that all those who 
had been already imprisoned for the faith should be devoured by wild beasts. 
As soon as the news was spread among the citizens that their bishop was    
being led to Sebaste by order of the governor, the streets were filled with  
people who, with tears in their eyes, asked his blessing. Among the rest was a 
woman, who, weeping bitterly, presented to him her child, who was expiring 
by reason of a small bone having stuck in his throat. Full of holy confidence, 
she besought the saint to save his life. St Blaise, moved to compassion by the 
tears of the afflicted mother, prayed to the Lord not only for the relief of that 
child, but of all those who would find themselves similarly afflicted. Having 
terminated his prayer the child perfectly recovered; and hence the origin of 
the devotion of the faithful to this saint when afflicted with diseases of the 
throat. When St Blaise arrived at the city and was presented to the governor, 
he was commanded to sacrifice to the immortal gods. Saint Blaise answered: 
“What a title for your demons, who can bring only evil on their worshippers! 

There is only ONE Immortal God, and Him do I adore.” 

With candles that have been blessed on the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas, 2nd February) the 
priest blesses the throats of the faithful with the following words: Through the intercession of St. Blaise, 
bishop and martyr, may God deliver you from every disease of the throat and from every other 
illness, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." 

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord - Candlemas 

Thursday 2nd February 

Today is a day of purification, renewal, and hope. On this day, exactly  forty 
days after Christmas, we commemorate Mary's obedience to the Mosaic law 
by submitting herself to the Temple for the ritual purification, as              
commanded in Leviticus. According to the Mosaic law a mother who had   
given birth to a man-child was considered unclean for seven days; moreover 
she was to remain three and thirty days "in the blood of her purification"; for a 
maid-child the time which excluded the mother from sanctuary was even 
doubled. When the time (forty or eighty days) was over the mother was to 
"bring to the temple a lamb for a holocaust and a young pigeon or turtle dove 
for sin"; if she was not able to offer a lamb, she was to take two turtle doves or 
two pigeons; the priest prayed for her and so she was cleansed.             
(Leviticus 12:2-8) 

Forty days after the birth of Jesus Mary complied with this precept of the law, 
she redeemed her first-born from the temple (Numbers 18:15), and was purified by the prayer of       
Simeon the just, in the presence of Anna the prophetess (Luke 2:22). No doubt this event, the first     
solemn introduction of Christ into the house of God, was in the earliest times celebrated in the Church 
of Jerusalem. We find it attested for the first half of the fourth century by the pilgrim of  Bordeaux, 
Egeria or Silvia. The day (14 February) was solemnly kept by a procession to the basilica of the         
Resurrection, a homily on Luke 2:22, and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The feast then had no proper 
name; it was simply called the fortieth day after Epiphany. This latter circumstance proves that in     
Jerusalem Epiphany was then the feast of Christ's birth. 

The name Candlemas comes from the activities associated with the feast. It came to be known as the 
Candle Mass. In the Western Church, a procession with lighted candles is the distinctive rite. According 
to post Vatican-II discipline, (if possible) the beeswax candles are to be blessed somewhere other than 
where the Mass is held. Often your local parish will hand out candles, or you may bring your own, to be 
blessed before the procession. These may be saved for later use in your home. After an antiphon,      
during which the candles held by the people are lighted, there is a procession into the church. During 
the procession to the church, the Nunc Dimittis is sung, with the antiphon "Lumen ad                         
revelationem" (Luke 2:32). This procession into the church for Mass commemorates Christ's entrance 
into the temple. Since Vatican II, the feast is reckoned a feast of the Lord (as opposed to a feast of 
Mary), and officially designated "The Presentation of the Lord." 
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St. James’, Kinross &  
St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty 

In the Catholic Diocese of Dunkeld 

Scottish Charity Number: SC001810 

Parish Priest: Fr. Martin Pletts 

Postal Address for both churches: 5 High Street, Kinross, KY13 8AW 

St. Matthew’s Address: 4 Back Dykes, Auchtermuchty, KY14 7AB 

E-Mail: Fr.MartinPletts@gmail.com 

Landline: 01577 863329 

Mobile: 07540534480 

Parish Website: https://catholickinross.com 

Diocese of Dunkeld Website: www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk 

Last Week’s Collections (22/01/17): 

 

St. James’ Saturday Vigil/Sunday Collection: £605.51 

St. Matthew’s Sunday Collection: £97.70 

 

Many thanks, as always, for your generosity. If you are a tax payer please consider signing-up for Gift 
Aid. For every £1.00 donated in the Gift Aid scheme the church can claim back an extra 25p. 

Last Week’s Mass Attendance: 

St. James’ 7.00p.m. Vigil Mass: 51 

St. James’ 9.30a.m. Mass: 85 

St. Matthew’s 11.30a.m. Mass: 30 

Sunday 29th January 2017 

Fourth Sunday of the Year - A 

Divine Office Week IV, Week 4 of Ordinary Time 

A warm welcome to St. James’ & St. Matthew’s! 
If you are visiting we are glad to welcome you. Please introduce yourself to the parishioners & to our priest. 

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions: St. James’: Parishioners’ Intentions, St. Matthew’s: Parishioners’ intentions 

Special Collection for 

the African Missions 

TODAY 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10582c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04010c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14499a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07396b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14004b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12406a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12345b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/bible/lev012.htm#vrs2
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15464b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09053a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06081a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14499a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/bible/num018.htm#vrs15
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12345b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13794c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12477a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/bible/luk002.htm#vrs22
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05141a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08374c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14499a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03744a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08344a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02682a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14133a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12446c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07448a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10006a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05504c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08344a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05504c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03724b.htm
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Times of Holy Mass & Confessions etc. 
St. James’ Kinross (KY13 8AW) 

 

Mon. 30th Jan.  Monday in the 4th week of the Year  Holy Mass at 7.00p.m.             
            Confessions after Holy Mass 
            Prayer Group 8.00 - 10.00p.m. 

Tues. 31st Jan.  Memorial of St. John Bosco   NO MASS 

Wed. 1st Feb.  Wednesday in the 4th week of the Year Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

            Morning Prayer after Mass 

            Tea & coffee in the church hall 

            R.C.I.A. 7.00 - 8.30p.m. in the hall 

Thurs. 2nd Feb.  Feast of the Presentation of the Lord  Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

    (Candlemas)      Morning Prayer after Mass 

            Ladies’ Group at 7.30p.m.  

Fri. 3rd Feb.  Op. Mem. of St. Blaise    Holy Mass at 10.00a.m. 

    (Blessing of throats)     Morning Prayer after Mass 

            Divine Mercy Devotions 3.00p.m. 

Sat. 4th Feb.  Adoration & Confessions    10.00 - 10.30a.m. 

    Fifth Sunday of the Year - A   Vigil Mass at 7.00p.m.   

Sun. 5th Feb.  Fifth Sunday of the Year - A   Holy Mass at 9.30a.m 

Fairtrade stall in the church hall this weekend after both Masses  

St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty (KY14 7AB) 

 

Sun. 5th Feb.  Fifth Sunday of the Year - A   Holy Mass at 11.30a.m. 

            Confessions after Holy Mass 

             

Kilgraston School, Bridge of Earn (PH2 9BQ) 

 

Sun. 5th Feb.  Fifth Sunday of the Year—A   Holy Mass at 5.15p.m. 

            Confessions on request 

Please remember in your prayers: 

The sick and housebound, especially: Margaret Burns, Clive Pittendreigh, Ann 
Lauraites, Stephen, Thomas Adamson, Bill Kerr, Agnes Kenny, Baby Peter Holland 
and Tiziana Hetherington. May God grant them His healing and strength. 

We also remember in our prayers our beloved dead, especially those who have died 
recently: Fr. Mil Whelan, Katie Reilly, Sarah Ann Finlay, Julia Carolan, Veronica    
Dorward, Sr. Mollie Hand, Jean Quinn, Br. Meinrad, Mrs. Vera Freyne, Chris     
McCrosson Snr., and all those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Kate    
Sherry, Mark Ross, Sadie & Jim Duffy, Helen Sherry, Sadie Whitehead, Michael      

Burrowes, Bridget Gilmartin, Kelvin Martin Reay, Rhoda Reilly and Roberta Caine. May they rest 
in peace. Amen. 

Please pray daily for vocations to the priesthood, especially for our own Diocese. 
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A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 2:3;3:12-13 

In your midst I will leave a humble and lowly people. 

 

Psalm 145:7-10. R/. Mt. 5:3 

Response: How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven.. 

 

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 1:26-31 

God chose what is foolish by human reckoning. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, 

Lord of heaven and earth, 

for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children.  

Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 5:1-12 

How happy are the poor in spirit. 

This Sunday’s Readings from the Sacred Scriptures: 

 Proposed Calendar of Parish Social Events - St. Matthew’s & St. James’ (so far) 

February:   Thursday 23rd: Ten pin bowling / curry night in Dunfermline. 

March:  Friday 31st: Dolly Mixtures’ Concert in St. James’ church hall. 

May:   St. Serf’s Singers or Quiz Night 

June:   St. Serf’s Singers or Quiz night 

   Sunday 25th: Kinross-shire Churches Together Family Fun Day, Kirkgate Park 

July:   Saturday 22nd: Family Outing and Sports Day to Craigtoun or Camperdown  
   Park 

November:  Friday 24th: St. Andrew’s Night Ceilidh 

N.b. Further details will be given as time goes on. 

We do hope to have an initial meeting for the Men’s Group on Tuesday 14th March - further 
details to follow. 

We also hope to organise a number of additional spiritual activities throughout the year, and 
are currently considering something for Lent and the possibility of a Parish Retreat etc. 

If there is anything in particular that you would like to see in the Parish, in      
regard to spiritual or social activities, please speak to Fr. Martin or e-mail him. 

For your diary, Ash Wednesday Masses (1st March) will be as follows: 

Kilgraston School, Bridge of Earn: 3.00p.m. (all welcome),  

St. Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty: 6.00p.m. & St. James’, Kinross: 8.00p.m. 

Sponsor a Sanctuary Lamp for a special intention or remembrance for a suggested donation of £5 - speak to Fr. Martin 


